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Ethiopia 


EPLI, AESM Issue Joint Statement 
EA0306221988 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 0500 GMT 2 Jun 88 


[Excerpts] Listeners, the following is the joint statement 
issued by the All-Ethiopian Socialist Movement [AESM] 
and the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front [EPLF]: 


A joint statement issued by the AESM and the EPLF: In 
continuation of the official relations established between 
them in 1980, the EPLF and the AESM held a meeting, 
attended by their Politburo members, from 26 to 30 May 
1988. They exhaustively discussed issues concerning 
peace, democracy, development, and the struggle for 
prosperity of the peoples of Ethiopia and Eritrea. 


The meeting was held in an atmosphere of clear and 
brotherly cooperation and in a genuine and responsible 
manner. The two organizations prepared the foundation 
for mutual assistance and cooperation. At this juncture. 
[passage omitted] 


The two organizations reached the understanding that 
even if there were some issues on which they can not 
agree, these will be not be aliowed to stand in the way. 
They expressed their views as follows: 


(1) The EPLF clearly stated that the AESM had officially 
worked in collaboration with the Dergue from May 1976 
to August 1977 with a stance of critical support, and that 
this was not appropriate. The AESM stated that basically 
the AESM’s collaboration during that time was correct 
and appropriate. 


(2) on the struggle of the Ethiopian people: the antide- 
mocratic and genocidal Dergue regime, of its nature and 
context, has not and cannot solve the problems of peace, 
democracy, nationalities, developmeni, and progress of 
the Ethiopian people. The EPLF and the AFSM support 
the right of oppressed peoples to self-de termination. 
[passage Omitted] Since it is necessary to create unity 
among peoples, they beiieve and support the stance that 
the peoples and national democratic organizations of 
Ethiopia should take as their main objective to construct 
a democratic Ethiopia, based on equality and the inter- 
ests of the people, that will respect the peoples’ rights and 
unity. They should struggle toward this end. 


They believe and support that Ethiopian people and 
national organizations should immediately begin to 
struggle to form a greater democratic front among them- 
selves to construct a democratic Ethiopia based on 
willingness and equality and which will respect the rights 
of the peoples. 


(3) On the struggle of the Eritrean people. They [EPLF- 
AESM] believe that the anti-democratic and genocidal 
Dergue regime has not respected and cannot respect the 
right to self-determination cf the Eritrean people. 
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Whereas the EPLF believes that since the Eritrean ques- 
tion is a colonial one and that the solution is the 
independence of Eritrea, the AESM believes that the 
question of the Eritrean people is different from that of 
other Ethiopian peoples and believes that they should 
struggle for it. It believes the solution is based on the 
following objective realities: 


(a) The Eritrean people have a special identity and 
entity, which came about for historical reasons; 


(b) Without considering its right to self-determination 
and through decisions passed by the UN, the Eritrean 
people were forced to accept administration by Ethiopia 
in a federal system in 1952. In a bid to destroy the federal 
structure, the Ethiopian Government forcefully merged 
Eritrea as one province, or annexed it, in 1962. This was 
a step against implementation of the UN decision and 
against the identity and entity of Eritrea. 


(C) The Eritrean people continued its struggle for self- 
determination, which started in the 1940's, and are still 
Struggling for it, beginning armed struggle in 1961. This 
struggle makes the Eritrean issue unique and clarifies it. The 
AESM supports the right of the Eritrean people to self- 
determination and will struggle at any time to implement it. 


The Eritrean question will be decided in a peaceful and 
democratic political way, that is, by referendum. In this 
way, the Eritrean people will determine their fate, either 
by forming their own independent state or, if they wish, 
living with the rest of the Ethiopian peoples in the 
mutually acceptable system and equal way they choose. 


But the choice of the AESM is for the Ethiopian and 
Eritrean peoples to live in unity based on mutual under- 
standing and equality. Nevertheless, the AESM will 
accept and struggle for any free and democratic choice to 
determine their fate. 


(4) On democratic union and the need to form a demo- 
cratic alliance. 


Inasmuch as the struggles of the Ethiopian and Eritrean 
peoples are aimed at one common enemy, they believe 
that unless the Eritrean question finds < genuine and just 
solution, democracy can never reign in Ethiopia. And 
unless a true democratic government is established in 
Ethiopia, there will be no guarantee of Eritrea’s indepen- 
dence and stability to give the Ethiopian and Eritrean 
peoples peace and to guarantee their work for progress 
and development based on mutual interest. 


The EPLF and the AESM believe in the need to form a 
democratic alliance between the EPLF and the AESM, 
and they will struggle for this. The EPLF and the AESM 
have mapped out (?a plan to) coordinate their victories. 


To strengthen, coordinate, and meet the goals of the 
struggles of the Ethiopian and Eritrean peoples they have 
agreed on the need to expand cooperation with and 
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assistance to other struggling and democratic organiza- 
tions, in addition to the agreements already reached 
between them. At this juncture, the AESM and the EPLF 
call on the Ethiopian and Eritrean peoples to strengthen 
their struggle, without being deterred by the fascist and 
desperate activities of the Dergue, and try to create an 
environment in which there is peace and justice [words 
indistinct]. They call on the struggling ethiopian and 
Eritrean forces to enhance their role in the struggle to 
uproot the Dergue and coordinate and strengthen their 
strategies. Down with the oppressive and genocidal 
Dergue regime. Let the cooperation between the strug- 
gles of the Ethiopian and Eritrean peoples flourish. 


[signed] The EPLF, the AESM, 26 May 1988. 


‘Part III’ of Mengistu Press Conference 
EA0506 104488 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1615 GMT 3 Jun 88 


[Part III” of report on press conference by President 
Mengistu Haile Mariam on Addis Ababa on 31 May] 


[Excerpts] Good evening, listeners. Tonight we will bring 
you the third and last part of Comrade President 
Mengistu Haile Mariam’s press conference for local and 
foreign journalists. [passage omitted] 


The first question that Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, 
secretary general of the WPE Central Committee, PDRE 
president and commander in chief of the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces, will answer is about the threat posed by the 
accumulation of nuclear arsenals in the world. In his reply 
the Comrade President said that if the money and wealth 
that is being spent by those who are producing nuclear 
arsenals could have been used for development, it would 
have been of great advantage to mankind. 


He went on to say that if there had been peace in our 
country, we would have changed our armaments into 
something useful. We would have done so in the light 
of our defense forces objectives and activities. He 
made the following comment about the slogan “Every- 
thing to the War Front”: 


[Begin Mengistu recording] In my view, if we had never 
had an enemy, if we had never had the problem of 
maintaining forces, we would have turned our arms 
into hoes and plows. But we were not lucky. We cannot 
view Our country, our social and economic develop- 
ment, our freedom, our sovereignty and unity, in isola- 
tion from arms. So, we will have a defense force 
compatible with our resources. 


In our definition [preceding word in English], “Every- 
thing to the War Front” does not mean everything for 
arms. It means giving appropriate material and moral 
support to the heroic revolutionary forces who are not 
violating anybody's borders, but who are fighting to 
defend the unity, rights, and freedom of Ethiopia. It 
also means that the struggle must be popular. The 
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struggle is not the duty of the army alone. Society’s life, 
freedom, and interests are at stake. “Everything to the 
War Front” does not mean that the whole of society 
must go to a specific war front. It means fighting the 
current war, famine, disease, poverty, and backward- 
ness. So, society should contribute its share in every 
field. This is what “Everything to the War Front” 
means. It means that every individual member of 
society is a soldier. [end recording} 


Answering a question on the general state of our econ- 
omy, Comrade President Mengistu said that the peasant 
is now the owner of the land. Individually or collectively 
he is producing not only to help himself but to build the 
country’s economy. 


He went on to say that the government has charted 
useful gains to strengthen this sector of the economy. It 
understands that skilled manpower is decisive to the 
agricultural sector. So, it has now set up an agricultural 
university and training center, the only one of its kind 
in Africa, which will train highly qualified experts in 
water development and water use. He pointed out that 
an independent farmer’s training center had been estab- 
lished. It is changing the life of the peasants. The 
peasants are being organized into producer and coop- 
erative unions in order to give the economy's agricul- 
tural sector a socialist outlook. 


He explained that the Ethiopian broad masses are devel- 
oping their areas in every way possible, in order to free 
themselves from poverty and destitution, in accordance 
with the policy of self-sufficiency in food production. 


There was a question about efforts to contain the reccu- 
rent drought in our country and measures taken to 
present such a problem from recurring in the future. 
Comrade President Mengistu spoke at length about the 
steps being taken. Answering certain questions about the 
problems created in the northern part of our country by 
secessionists and bandits, the comrade president said: 


[Begin Mengistu recording] I have said a lot about the 
northern part of our country on several occasions. Now 
I am obliged to say more. I have said that the issue of 
the northern part of Ethiopia is unique. It is our own 
internal affair which cannot be linked with anything 
else. Inasmuch as it is unique, its solution is also unique 
and only we Ethiopians can find this solution. In my 
view, this issue has nothing to do with the discussions 
the two superpowers are having at some meetings in 
certain places. 


If there is such a view, it is a big mistake. For example, if we 
take the Afghan issue, the Soviet Army was operating in 
Afghanistan at the invitation of the Afghan Government. 


It is known that inasmuch as the issue was said to have 
adversely affected the interests of the superpowers, many 
conflicts arose. Accordingly, at the initiative of the 
USSR and the Afghan Government and probably by 
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virtue of the issue’s relevance to regional peace, the 
USSR decided to pull out of the area. There are no 
Soviet troops in our country and nothing else exists in it 
which could link our country with that issue. 


Turning to Angola — the government of independent 
Angola called on the Cuban Government for help against 
the South African fascist regime’s illegal occupation of 
southern Angola. In our case, we have not been attacked 
by a foreign state, and there are no foreign troops in our 
country. There is nothing to link our country with the 
above issue. [word indistinct] most of all, it is somewhat 
(?irritating). Inasmuch as we are fully committed against 
violating other’s borders and against interfering in any- 
one elses’s affairs, we also reject any party seeking to 
interfere in our internal affairs — any party whatsoever. 
This is what we uphold. 


As you know, our relations with the USSR are based on 
socialist solidarity and ideological unity. We have a 
comprehensive cooperation protocol. This is renewable 
every 20 years. Up to now we have not lacked the 
assistance and solidarity of the Soviet Union. Our 
relations are harmonious and we respect one another. 
Basically we do not want to be dependent on the 
Government of the USSR or to bother it. Our objective 
is to become gradually self-reliant. We are trying to 
achieve this and they also know it well. They have never 
refrained from giving us assistance to this end. We 
believe this type of assistance will continue, for the 
unity, sovereignty and social development of Ethiopia. 
[end recording] 


He also replied to questions about his views on solving 
the problems of southern Africa as follows: 


[Begin Mengistu recording] When considering the south- 
ern African issue, we deem South Africa itself to be the 
core of the problem, because it is South Africa which 
denies the rights and freedoms of the Africans and is 
brutally killing them. 


We know that the other source of the problem is the 
illegal occupation of Namibia in violation of UN reso- 
lutions. The minority white regime of South Africa 
regards the independence process which has 
approached southern Africa from the north as a threat 
to its occupation. Hence, in the context of the commit- 
ment of the African states to the total liberation of 
Africa and the total eradication of apartheid and the 
South African regime's interests in perpetuating its 
illegal occupation of the area, the regime has not only 
oppressed the people of the occupied territories but is 
also in the process of provoking, destabilizing, and 
terrorizing independent African states in that region 
and, as I mentioned earlier, is seeking to bring about the 
total occupation of independent states. 


My views on arriving at a peaceful political solution of 
this issue are as follows: 
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First and foremost, the countries supporting the apart- 
heid regime should suspend moral, political, and mate- 
rial support. They should force the racist regime to its 
knees by imposing economic sanctions and isolating it 
from various political forums. This is the major solution. 


Inasmuch as the South African regime has illegally 
occupied a part of Angola, the solution to this problem is 
the unconditional withdrawal of the racist regime from 
Angola and its withdrawal from Namibia, which it has 
illegally occupied in violation of UN Resolution 435, 
and giving Namibia its independence. 


Lastly, a political solution to the issue is to be found in 
the establishment of non-racial, democratic, one-man 
one-vote government in South Africa itself. I believe that 
is the solution. [end recording] 


Replying to a question on diplomatic ties between Ethi- 
opia and the United States, he said: 


[Begin Mengistu recording] As regards Ethiopia’s rela- 
tions with the United States, I am sorry to say we are 
unhappy with them. We do not know what we have done 
to the U.S. Administration. We cannot understand it at 
all. All we know is that ever since we decided to 
determine our own destiny by ourselves, the U-S. 
Administration seems to have been unhappy. That is 
because we are following the non-capitalist as opposed to 
the capitalist path of development. Inasmuch as the U.S. 
Government and Administration claim to be the spokes- 
man of the capitalist bloc, they have not liked our choice. 
We know this well. I think this constitutes the greatest 
problem between us. 


Tell me, who knows better than we do what is best for 
us? You can see that our country is a land of many 
nationalities — nationalities at various stages of devel- 
opment with different needs and interests — but they 
are all Ethiopians. Up to now Ethiopia has not been for 
all. It is a country of citizens of various religious 
persuasions. Religion was supposed to be free from the 
influences of government and political activities. Every 
religion was supposed to be given equal freedom of 
expression. But that is not the situation that obtained. 
What obtained was that one religion had for a long time 
one-quarter of the government's power in its grip, while 
the others were regarded as alien and no attention 
whatsoever was paid to them. 


Observe our standard of living: We were oppressed by a 
very backward system. We were considered to be a 
nonentity. Ethiopia’s problems are not rooted in the 
absence of economic potential [preceding word spoken 
in English] or resources [preceding word spoken in 
English}. A society must be created which realizes the 
value of collective work for bringing about rapid change 
within society. Hence, we have a pressing need to emerge 
from backwardness. 
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We have also another problem. It is a problem brought 
about by political issues arising from love of our society 
and freedom. We can clearly see where we would be 
going if we followed the path dominated by individual- 
ism and exploitation in our attempt to build a strong 
united country and a prosperous society. Such a course 
would not suit Ethiopian society. Exploitation would 
continue and the big fish would continue to gobble up 
the small. In such a case, it would be difficult to have 
development democracy (?to emerge from) backward- 
ness. But if basic conditions are fulfilled and the nature 
of psychology, belief, and development is changed, then 
it would be possible to emerge from backwardness. 
{words indistinct] We are in the 20th century. Various 
communist, socialist, and conservative parties must be 
able to work together. Why should an independent 
government be regarded as an enemy and attacked just 
because it has decided to follow this system or that? 


I ask your pardon for saying this once again: We have 
specifically called on the U.S. Government on many 
occasions to have sanctions imposed on the South 
African apartheid regime. But over the past few weeks 
the U.S. Congress has been discussing ways of imposing 
sanctions on Ethiopia. This has been going on ever 
since the inception of our revolution. It has been going 
on [words indistinct] How can we come closer? This is 
our difficulty. We love the American people, we respect 
them, we truly understand the development and nature 
of these people. We were friends and it is now our 
strong desire to restore our friendship on a basis of 
equality and mutual respect. But relations outisde such 
a framework would truly be difficult for us. [words 
indistinct] We will make efforts on our part to improve 
the situation. [end recording] 


[Announcer] Replying to a question on diplomatic rela- 
tions between Ethiopia and the French Government, the 
comrade president said the following: 


[Begin Mengistu recording] First and foremost, long- 
standing and historical relations exist between the gov- 
ernments and peoples of Ethiopia and France. To the 
best of our knowledge no serious conflict or antagonism 
exists between the peoples of Ethiopia and France other 
than disputes brought about by the conflicts between 
Europe and Africa over colonial issues or disputes 
between peoples. In general, our constructive relations 
outweigh our contradictions. Diplomatic relations are 
strong. Some forms of mutual cooperation exist and they 
are substantial. Although it has not performed its func- 
tions as expected for various reasons, we have estab- 
lished a joint economic, trade, scientific, and technolog- 
ical development commission [words indistinct] After 
the Socialist Party came to pwoer, a number of unsatis- 
factory situations arose, but these were later rectified and 
improved. Always dream of and aspire to an even greater 
improvement, and in this context the next government 
of President Mitterrand will bring us closer [words 
indistinct] [end recording] 
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Replying to a question on his views on the Western 
media’s interpretation of events in Ethiopia, the Com- 
rade President said: 


[Begin Mengistu recording] I think you would be better 
off going out to see for yourselves rather than hearing 
about it from me. What | want is for you to write about 
what you have seen for yourselves rather than about 
what you have heard. I can, I have tried to address 
journalists from various countries. We have cooperated 
to enable them to go into every part of our country, to 
arrive at their own views and judgments and to portray 
the objective facts about the situation in Ethiopia to the 
rest of the world. [words indistinct] I and my colleagues 
know the world more or less, we also read the papers and 
we are always in contact with various peoples of various 
societies [words indistinct]. In this respect we also com- 
pare our activities, level of development, and standard of 
living with other societies in the world. We know where 
we are lagging behind and where we have excelled. We 
are confident that we are completely honest with and 
loyal to our people. 


This revolution has won victories for our people which 
can be seen by anyone possessing a sense of integrity. 
For example, giving the peasants their own land and 
upholding their rights in a land where 78 percent of 
them were landless tenants shows that this revolution ts 
humane and democratic. This achievement is not 
appreciated [preceding word in English] by many West- 
ern media and journalists. 


Our revolution inherited a 97 percent illiterate society. 
Today we have only 29 percent. This is an unprece- 
dented achievement. If we consider our achievements in 
the health sector, we can point to the evidence from the 
United Nations that our control and achievements are 
outstanding in the Third World. The struggle to combat 
and contain nature and famine has not been attempted 
in may other places. As regards education and its 
system, objectives, structure, dissemination, and distri- 
bution, we have won victories in this short period at the 
primary, secondary, and university levels and we have 
produced a great deal of manpower. 


But the foreign media's efforts to descredit our efforts 
are amazing and regrettable. We are fighting for the 
people's interests, equality, and rights. We are fighting, 
bleeding, and dying to uphold the freedom and unity of 
the country we inherited from our forefathers. We have 
never tried or even dreamed of violating [words indis- 
tinct] are living through defense. But we are always 
portrayed as aggressors [preceding word in English] and 
attackers [preceding word in English]. Have we ever 
throughout our history claimed an inch of territory 
around our area? Others have done so. We are surprised 
by what detractors, who are disloyal to their people, 
portray. [end recording] 
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Having said that, the Comrade President went on to 
explain about the Western media’s distorted and baseless 
reports to the world coramunity. He cited as an example 
the distorted article carried by THE NEW YORK 
TIMES in its 26 May edition and said: 


[Begin Mengistu recording] THE NEW YORK TIMES 
portrayed the death of the wife of the late king, i.e. the 
Empress, as having been caused by the government and 
the revolution. The woman died 15 years before the 
revolution; everything those individuals and journalists 
have written about the people of our country, culture, 
party, government, and individuals is very saddening. 
And the portrayal of terrorists as freedom fighters and 
genuine representatives of the country [words indis- 
tinct]. This is the whole issue. Thank you. 


Sudan Launches Mediation To Release Soviets 
JN0106134288 Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arab... 
31 May 88 p 1 


[By Yusuf al-Shibli] 


[Text] Kkhartoum — Information released in Khartoum 
yesterday revealed that Sudan has begun a mediation 
effort to secure the release of three Soviet military 
advisers taken prisoner by the Eritrean Liberation Front 
while they were participation in coinbat activities with 
the Ethiopian Army. The information revealed that 
those taken prisoner are Colonel Chrayev Nikolayevich, 
Col Kalstrotov Tirovich, and First Licuienant Kagaldin 
Aleksandr. [name as published] The front had earlier 
rejected mediation efforts attempted by some Socialist 
bloc and other Arab states, demanding direct negotia- 
tions with the Soviet Union. The Soviet authorities are 
afraid that some rival forces might harm the prisoners. 
However, the front affirmed to the Sudanese Govern- 
ment that the Soviet advisers are being held in safe areas. 


Somalia 


Opposition Forces Claim Capture of Hargeysa 
AU0106133288 Rome ANSA in English 
1248 GMT | Jun 88 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, June | — Somalia's second-largest 
city, Hargeysa has fallen into the hands of the Somalian 
National Movement (SNM), the main opposition force 
in that nation, the SNM’s representative in Rome 
announced here today. 


The “liberation” of Hargeysa, comes only days after that 
of another important city, Burao, and the SNM repre- 
sentative affirmed that in both cases members of the 
regular army passed into the ranks of the SNM, consid- 
ered to be pro-Western and progressive. 
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The SNM representative went on to claim that a revolt has 
broken out in Berbera and that the mayor and commanders 
of the port-city’s military garrison have feld to Djibouti; the 
Berbera naval base has been used over the past few years as 
a support stop for Americzn navy ships. 


The SNM Rome representative, who is directly informed 
on events in Somalia by the SNM’s President Ahmed 
Mohamed Silanyo, presently in London, went on to say 
that he could not rule out that similar revolts may break 
out in Migiurtinia at the hands of the Marxist SSDF. 


“The occupation of Hargeysa” he concluded, “confirms 
that the revolt against (Somalian President Siad) Barre is 
anything but over, despite the accord the head-of-state 
signed with Ethiopia, April 5, to end external support to 
each others’ respective opposition groups”. 


UN Aijrlifts Relief Workers 
LD0406052788 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 0348 GMT 4 Jun 88 


[By Aian Jones, PRESS ASSOCIATION] 


[Excerpts] Five more Britons working on medical and 
technical projects in war-torn northern Somalia will be 
among 80 foreign relief workers being airlifted to safety 
from Hargeysa today. 


A Foreign Office spokesman said they were not in any 
imminent danger. 


When the airlift started yesterday, 85 relief workers — 
including 20 Britons — were flown from Hargeysa to 
Garowe, about 200 miles south east of the troubled area, 
in a light aircraft. 


The Britons have been working for several relief agencies 
including Save the Children, Action Aid and Help the 
Aged in refugee camps and elsewhere around Hargeysa. 
most had worked there for at least several months. 
[passage omitted] 


Action Aid representatives Miss Penny Underwood said: 
“We have 30 local Somali staff still left in Hargeysa who 
we are obviously very worried about. 


“We may have to shut down our operation in northern 
Somalia for a while because of the trouble which will be 
tragic because we have done a lot of good work with the 
disabled and we were well respected.” [passage omitted] 


Save the Children have about nine Britons based in the 
war-torn area, all believed to be among those airlifted 
yesterday. They were working on medical, technical and 
administrative projects. 
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“There is no reason to believe any of them are in any 
danger,” said spokesman Mr Chris Thornton. “But we 
are anxious for any definite news of what is happening 
and confirmation that both our ex-pats and Somali staff 
are safe and well. 


“We are not absolutely certain who is being airlifted, so 
we are not releasing any names yet.” 


Mr Thornton said northern Somalia was an “unstable 
and volatile” area but there had been no indication from 
field workers that fighting was due to break out. 


“As a matter of policy, Save the Children works in areas 
of greatest need. Our people are aware of the dnagers.” 


The Foreign Office in London said the airlift was 
arranged under the auspices of the United Nations. The 
relief workers would eventually be taken to the capital of 
Somalia, Mogadishu. 


Situation in Northern Somalia ‘Calm’ 
LD0406141488 Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 1328 GMT 
4 Jun 88 


[Text] Kuwait, 4 Jun (KUNA) — The Somali Demo- 
cratic Republic stressed here today that the situation in 
northern Somalia is clam and life is normal after the city 
of (Bar’u) was exposed to what were described as terror- 
ist attacks on the 27th of last month. 


In an official statement, attributed to the government 
and handed to KUNA, the Somali embassy in Kuwait 
expressed its dismay caused by the cheap propaganda 
relayed by the BBC about the situation in the northern 
provinces of Somalia. 


The statement added: “The BBC has always been known 
to spread news which is not true and is aimed at creating 
confusion among its listeners.” 


The statement added that the situation in northern 
Somalia is quiet and life is normal after (bar'u) was 
exposed to attacks on the 27th of last month. 


The statement added: “The BBC could send iis corre- 
spondents to asceriain the truth of the situation, wiiich 
differs competely from its claims.” 


Siad Briefs Party Leaders on Interior, OAU 
EA0406205488 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
1700 GMT 4 Jun 88 


[Excerpt] Comrade Mohamed Siad Barre, SRSP secre- 
tary general and SDR president, this evening addressed a 
gathering of SRSP Central Committee functionaries, 
party representatives from various government and state 
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organs, executive Committees of various national orga- 
nizations, and executive party committees and secretar- 
ies of the 13 regions of Benadir region. The meeting 
which he addressed was organized to discuss various 
issues concerning Benadir region and the nation as a 
whole. [passage indistinct] 


Comrade Siad briefed the gathering on the recent 2‘ :h 
OAU silver jubilee anniversary and 24th summit, which 
he attended. Comrade Siad briefed the meeting on the 
talks and private meetings he held with heads of states, 
heads of delegations, and other leaders who attended the 
meeting. He mentioned in particular the talks he held 
with Ethiopian President Mengistu Haile Mariam. He 
said that he discussed with Mengistu matters pertaining 
to the interests of Somalia and Ethiopia. He added that 
they had identical views on many issues, especially on 
the best way to promote peace and stability in this region 
and between their two countries. 


The SRSP secretary general and SDR _ president 
addressed the party officials on the 27th may suicide 
attacks on some districts of northern Somali regions by 
armed terrorists. The president said that everything is 
back to normal. 


Comrade Siad briefed the party officials on important 
aspects of iheir role as party leaders. 


Comrade Siad said that the party could play a very 
important role in placing the country on a proper footing 
in all sectors so that it could coinpete proudly with other 
countries in various spheres, especially in food produc- 
tion. He added that with proper guidance Somaiia could 
compete with other developing nations instead of lagging 
behind them. Concerning overall production, comrade 
Siad said that no nation could stand proudly on its own 
when it had continuous outside assistance and imports. 
Therefore, he said, it is imperative for party and govern- 
ment officials and members of the public to use the 
country’s abundant natural resources effectively. 


He added that it is important to enhance production 
through farming, fisheries, and other cooperatives, while 
the government would lessen or remove all possible 
obstacles hindering such organizations. 


Finally, Comrade Siad urged officials to enhance devel- 
opment through organized party activities to mobilize 
the general public, and to selflessly serve the nation 
through dedication and devotion. [passage omitted] 


Uganda 


Museveni Signs Peace Accord With UPDA/UPDM 
EA0406 190888 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1000 GMT 4 Jun 77 


[Text] A peace agreement to end hostilities between the 


NRA and the former rebel Uganda People’s Democratic 
Army, UPDA, has been signed by President Yoweri 
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Museveni and the commander of the UPDA, Lieutenant 
Colonel John Angelo Okelio. The ceremony took place in 
Gulu yesterday when the members of the UPDA were 
formally integrated into the NRA. The ceremony was 
witnessed by the former bishop of Gulu Diocese, the 
Right Reverend Cipriano Kihangire, the archdeacon of 
the church of Uganda in Gulu and the district Kadhi. 


Speaking after the formal signing of the peace agreement, 
President Museveni again reiterated the stand of the 
NRM government that it is always on the side of peace 
and justice and never on the side of war. He stressed that 
the peace which the NRM cherishes is that which is 
based on principles. 


Mr Museveni added that the NRM government is ready 
to solve conflicts in Uganda, as well as outside the 
country, on the basis of principled methods and does not 
tolerate nor condone wrong. He said that in the NRM 
anyone who does something wrong is promptly punished 
after he has been identified, adding that such a person 
cannot have his or her wrongs covered up as a price for 
having peace with him or her. 


President Museveni corimended the patriotic elements 
within the UPDA for rejecting wrong and opting for 
peace. He said that for the past 17 years he has been 
fighting wars that had been imposed upon him on 
account of the cover-up of human rights violations by 
the past regimes. He observed that political violence in 
Uganda has been caused mainly by bad unprincipled 
politics like tribalism and religion. 


Mr Museveni also appealed to people who are continuing to 
disturb peace to follow the exampie of the UPDA and come 
out to talk peace. He warned that if those elements like the 
Holy Spirit of Lakwena persist in their criminal acts they 
will be given severe punishment. He said the NRM is a 
revolutionary movement committed to bringing about a 
fundamental change and those who think of dislodging it 
violently are simply wasting their time. 
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President Museveni called on the people of Gulu and 
other areas wher peace has been restored to embark 
seriously on food and cash crop production. He 
announced that the Ministry of Agriculture has been 
instructed to give the people of Gulu free cotton and 
other crop seeds and that Army lorries in the area will 
transport the seeds to the farmers in rural areas for 
distribution. 


The president also announced that the government, 
through the prime minister's office, will give the people 
of the area food, hoes, textiles, and blankets to facilitate 
their resettlement. He told the peopie the government 
has exempted children from payu.z school fees for |! 
year and adults will not pay graduated tax for the same 
period. 

President Museveni therefore advised the people to 
pursue this chance of peace and rehabilitate their area in 
order to catch up with the rest of the country, which has 
been developing in the past 2 years. 


Earlier, the UPDA commander, Lieutenant Colonel 
John Angelo Okello, thanked President Museveni for 
the government's willingness to solve problems peace- 
fully. He said that the UPDA/UPDM [Uganda People’s 
Democratic Movement] is absolutely committed to the 
peace accord in the national interest. Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Okello called on all Ugandans like the former prime 
minister Mr Erich Otema Alimadi, Col (Omaya), and 
others, wherever they are, to come home and help in the 
implementation of the peace agreement. Likewise, he 
advised all fighting groups to join this epace process to 
promote unity, justice, peace, and progress. He pledged 
that the UPDM will go out in the areas of the north to 
explain to the people the peace agreement with the 
NRM government. 


Present at the ceremony was the commander of the Sth 
Division, Brigadier (David Tinyefunza),; the com- 
mander of the 4th Division, Colonel (Kuteesa); the 
district administrator, Gulu, Dr (Byaruhanga); and 
other NRA officials. On the UPDA side were Majors 
(Mike Kilama Okoki), (Ochora Walter), (Oloya Abola), 
and (Luke Okello). 


The UPDA has been fighting the NRA since August 1986. 
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Angola 


Venue for Quadripartite Talks Broached 
MB0406 127488 Luanc’a Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 SMT 4 Jun 88 


[Yext] The second ;oun.( of quadripartite talks for the 
establishmnt cf pea -e in southern Africa may be held in 
an European city. 7 ais was confirmed in Brazzaville by 
Angolan Deputy Defense Minister Antonio dos Santos 
Franca | ‘dalo. 


The chief of general staff of the Angolan Armed Forces 
was spe. king to journalists in the Congolese capital, 
where he arrived with a message for Congolese President 
Denis Sassou-Nguesso from Angolan [resident Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos. 


The first round of talks was held in London 3-4 May. The 
four participating sides had decided to continue the talks in 
an African city. On | June [as heard], the Angolan Ministry 
of External Relations published a communique in Luanda 
in which it announced that Angola is inclined to opt for the 
idea of choosing an European country as host. 


FAPLA Foils Two UNITA ‘Terrorist’ Attacks 
MB0406 132488 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 4 Jun 88 


[Text] On Thursday, defense and security forces stationed in 
the 6th Military Region captured two UNITA special forces 
members when they attempted to carry out terrorist actions 
and set land mines in Nabaia Ward of Menongue. 


Another UNITA group was neutralized by the prompt 
response of the armed forces and the residents’ revolu- 
tionary vigilance. The group planned to iaunch an oper- 
ation against Menongue Airport. The enemy suffered 
four dead, and one was captured. An unspecified number 
of UNITA members were wounded. 


UNITA Claims 33 MPLA Killed in Moxico Ambushes 
MB050606 2588 (Clandestine) KUP in Portuguese to 
Southern and Central Africa 0608 GMT 5 Jun 88 


[Text] Jamba, provisi sal capital of liberateo Angola, 6 
June (KUP) — in Jamba on Saturday, reliable military 
sources disclosed that 33 MPLA soldiers were killed in 
ambushes and bombardments launched hy UNITA around 
the city of Lewa in Angola's eastern province of Moxico. 


According to the sources, 15 MPLA soldiers died in a 
UNITA ambush in Ndumbue Misilingingi on the Luena- 
Saurimo road. A total of 12 military vehicles were 
destroyed. A further 18 MPLA soldiers were killed 3 km 
northeast of Lewa. 


The source added that two Soviet-made AK-47’s, cight 
bombs, and large quantities of ammunition were cap- 
tured during the attacks. 
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New Red Cross Representative Assumes Jamba Post 
M 10506064088 (Clandestine) KUP in Portuguese to 
Southern and Central Africa 0600 GMT 5 Jun &8 


[Text] Jamba, Provisional Capital of Liberated ..rgola, 5 
June (KUP) — The new representative of Geneva. based 
International Committee of the Red Cross, ICR, to 
UNITA’s controlled territory has arrived in Jamba to 
take up his post. 


Speaking in an interview with KUP in Jamba on Satur- 
dzy, Mr Ribeiro Chitekulu, director of the Angola Red 
Cross Society, sa.d that Swedish national Mr Jost Alois 
Windmer nas replaced Mr Martin Allemann, who 
returned home after a 6-month contract in UNITA- 
controlled areas of Angola. 


Mr Chitekulu praised the efforts made by Mr Al'emann 
in providing assistance to Angolan refugees dv -ng his 
Stay in the country, and for having played a ro, he 
strengthening of links between the ICRC and the local 
Red Cross society. 


He expressed his hope that Mr Windmer will follow in 
his predecessor's footsteps. 


Savimbi To Hold 17 June Press Conference 
MB0606063288 (Clandestine) KUP in English to 
Southern and Central Africa 0600 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Text] Jamba, provisior.al capital of Liberated Angola, 6 
June (KUP) — UNITA leader, Dr. Jonas Savimbi is to 
hold a press conf«rence in the movement's headquarters 
Jamba, on June 17. 


A UNITA central committee communique signed by the 
movement's secretary of information, Dr Jaka Jamba, 
and released in Jamba, Sunday, says that Dr Savimbi 1s 
expected to give UNITA’s view cn the on-going negoti- 
ations aimed at finding a peaceful solution to the Ango- 
lan civil war and the responsibility of Africa and the 
world to help end the thirteen. year-old conflict. 


The communique invites newsmen from the UNITA 
News Agency KUP and its radio station (the Voice of the 
Resistance of the Black Cockrel), the MPLA News 
Agency (ANGOP) and foreign correspondents based in 
southern African or any other area, to attend the press 
conference which is expected to take place at about 10:00 
hours Angolan t:me. 


The press conference wili be followed by a mass rally at 
Jamba's Commandant Monteiro Stadium, adds the 
communique. 
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UNITA Denies H Movi:.g to Zaire 
MB0606054288 Johannesburg Televisicn Service 
in English 0500 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Text] A spokesman for the UNITA movement in 
Angola has denied claims that the movement ts plannin3 
to move its main base to Zaire, or to set up bases outside 
Angola. He said UNITA’s main base was, and would 
remain in Jamba. The spokesman for reacting to a 
Statement by the Angolan ambassador to Zambia, Mr 
Lois Neto Kierhata, who said UNITA, with United 
States help, was moving its main base to Zaire in 
preparation for a thrust at Angola's northern economic 
heartland. Mr Kiembata said American aircraft were 
ferrying UNITA equipment from Jamba in southeastern 
Angola t areas in Zaire bordering on northern Angola. 


The UNITA spokesman confirmed that the movement 
hoped to expand its activities in northern Angola, but 
said no big cross-border operation was involved. 


Mozaiabique 


MNR Claims 60 FPLM Killed Near Malawi Border 
MB0406 132088 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1300 GMT 4 Jun 88 


[Text] Mozambique’s MNR rebels say they have killed 
more than 60 government and allied soldiers. They say 
the troops were killed in a battle at the town of Milanje 
near the Malawi border on Thursday. The rebels say they 
easily fought off the attacking government soldiers, whe 
they claimed were assisted by Tanzanian, Zambian, and 
Eritish troops. More than 30 civilians are also reported 
to have died in the fighting around the town, which the 
MNR claims to have controlled for almost 2 years. 


As regards the British soldiers to have been killed, 
diplomats say the MNR has been giving similar unsub- 
Stantiated claims in th: past. Britain denies any of its 
soldiers are stationed inside Mozambique, even though 
tt aids the Marxist government. 


The Mozambican Governmem seldom comments on 
MNR claims. 
Republic of South Africa 


Gen Mialan Details Cuban Moves Near Namibia 
MBO0306171688 Johannesburg Television Service in 
English 1600 GMT 3 Jun 88 


[Text] Minister of Defense Magnus Malan has given 
further de.ails concerning Cuban troop movements in 
southwestern Angola. He said the South African Detense 
Force would not be caught unawares. 
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General Malan told our political staff that Cuban forces 
were constructing a runway for jet fighter aircraft at 
Cahama and that their movements to construct a line of 
deiense from Cahama, about 300 km north of the 
border, through Xang)ongo to the town of Ongiva were 
being closely watched. 


General Malan said the SADF has never been caught 
napping and did not intend relaxing its vigilance now. 
He stressed that South Africa was not seeking confron- 
tation, but was negotiating for a peaceful resolution cf 
the conflict. 


General Malan said that South Africa was well aware 
that President Castro was trying to intimidate South 
Africa at the negotiating table. He said the Cuban leader 
could become the main obstacle to the negotiations for 


peace in the region. 


SADF Statement Criacizes Cubans 
MB0406 181188 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1808 GMT 4 Jun 88 


(Text] Pretoria June 4 SAPA — SWAPO fighters and 
“other members in strange uniforms” had been seen as 
close as 10km from Ruacana in SW//Namiubia, the 
South African Defence Force said today. 


In a statement detailing combined Cuban, SWAPO ano 
FAPLA activity in southern Angola, the SADF said the 
men in “strange uniforms” were possibly Cubans, add- 
ing the group had “probably involved in a recent stanc- 
off bombardment of ... Ruacana”™. 


The statement accused the Cubans of “obviously not 
displaying any seriousness towards the peace negotia- 
tions” on the future of Angola and SWA/Namubia. 


The statement was a follow-up to a briefing to military 
correspondents by defence chief General Jannie Gelden- 
huys on May 26 on the situation in the “fifth Military 
Region in South-West Angola and the implications of the 
southward movezaent of the Cuban forces...” 


“... The Cubans are obviously not displaying any serious- 
ness towards the peace negotiations and ... they are 
continuing with their provocative and aggressive build- 
up of forces in South Angola,” the statement said. 


It listed the presence of “whites with long hair” at Umfilo. 
“about 40km from the South-West Africa border which 
could possibly point to Russian Speznats soldiers or East 
Germans brought to the area for special tasks. 


“ According to } «2 "mation, the FAPLA force at Umfilo 
has been strengther .d with Cubans and SWAPO terror- 
ists,” the SADF said. 


It added the town of Mupa had been occupied by a joint 
Cuban/FAPLA force. 
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“According to information, this force is equipped with 
tanks and armoured personnel carriers. SWAPO terror- 
ists in Cuban uniforms have also been spotted in the 
vicinity of Mupa and Evale.” 


Numerous small towns, “including Omupanda (1 5km 
south of Ongiva) and Capira (25km south-west of 
Techipa), have beer occupied jointly by Cubans and 
SWAPO terrorists. 


“Tanks, armoured personnel carriers and artillery have been 
observed in the area. Other towns occupied by the Cubans 
include Cahama, Xangongo, Chicusse, Techiulo and Eunda. 
At the same time, SWAPO made use of the situation to 
move two of its headquarters southwards to Cuvelai.” 


SWAPO “terrorists and other members in strange uni- 
forms (possibly Cubans) have been spotted as <iose as 
10km from Ruacana. 


“This group was probably involved in a recent stand-off 
bombardment of Swawek at Ruacana. The current 
deployment of the Cuban force wesi of the Cunene River 
could threaten the water and power supplies to South- 
West Africa and especially the inhabitants of Ovambo.” 


More Cuban reinforcements arrived at the Argolan Port of 
Namube in April and off-loaded armaments, including mis- 
sile systems and radar equipment, intended for Cuban 
forces in South-West Angola, the statement added. 


In addition, “a large Cuban/FAPLA force moved 
through Cakama in the direction of Humbe. This force, 
which is presently about 25km south-west of Humbe, is 
equipped with tanks, armoured personnel carriers and 
replenishment vehicles. 


“It appears as if the newly arrived Cuban forces would be 
deployed a a reserve force centrally in the Ongiva and 
Mulondo regions.” 


‘Text’ of Statement 
MB0406 181988 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1817 GMT 4 Jun 88 


[Text] Pretoria June 4 SAPA — Following is the full text 
of the SADF statement issued today: Since the chief of 
the South African Defence Force, General Jannie Gel- 
denhuys, had briefed military correspondents on May 26 
1988 on the situation in Fifth Military Region :n South- 
West Angola and the implications of the southward 
movement of the Cuban forces in the direction of the 
South-West Africa border, the following facts came to 
light which prove the Cubans are obviously not display- 
ing any seriousness towards the peace negotiations and 
that they are continuing with their provocative and 
aggressive build-up of forces in South Angola: 


— The presence of “whites with long hair” at Umfilo, 
about 40km from tne South-West Africa border which 
could possibly point to Russian Speznats soldiers or East 
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Germans brought to the area for special tasks. According 
to information, the FAPLA force at Umfilo has been 
strengthened with Cubans and SWAPO terrorists. 


— The own of Mupa has been occupied by a jcint 
Cuban/FAPLA force. According to information, this 
force is equipped with tanks and armoured personnel 
carners. SWAPO terrorists in Cuban uniforms have also 
been spotted in the vicinity of Mupa and Evale. 


— Numerous small towns, including Omupanda (1 5km 
South of Ongiva) and Capira (25km south-west of 
Techipa) have been occ + jointly by Cubans and 
SWAPO terrorists. Ta’ red personnel carriers 


and artillery have bee; © ser _u .” the area. Other towns 
occupied by the Cu incl de Cahar:a, Xangongo, 
Chicusse, Techiulo < “woda At the same time, 


SWAPO made use of (}. s..uation to move iwo of its 
headquarters southwards to Cuvelai. 


— SWAPO terrorists and other members in strange 
unifoi ms (possibly Cubans) have been spotted as close as 
10km from Ruacana. This group was probably invoived 
in a recent stand-off bombardment of Swawek at Rua- 
cana. The curreni deployed of the Cuban force west of 
the Cunene River could threaten the water and power 
supplies :o Souin-West Africa and especially the inhab- 
itants of Ovambo. 


— A tactic used by SWAPO is to abduct children, under 
the umbrella of the Cubans, is, vehicles czmoulaged to 
look like those used by the security forces. Children were 
recently abducted in this manner from Cmbalantu in 
Ovambo to Umfilo in South-West ANgola. A 15-year- 
old Ovamtwo boy, Hiata Johannes, was also shot and 
killed with a rifle grenade at Ombalantu on Thursday 
when he tried to flee on his bicycle from a group of 
SWAPO terrorists. He was torn to pieces. These actions 
are intended to create the perception among the local 
populat’on that the security forces are responsible for 
these reprehensible deeds. This is part of a deception 
campaign of which the local inhabitants are the victims. 


— Meanwhile, more Cuban reinforcements arrived at 
the Angolan port of Namibe in April and off-lozded 
armaments, including missile systems and radar equip- 
ment, intended for Cuban forces in South-West Argo’a. 


— Iu addition, a large Cuban/FAPLA force moved 
through Cahama in the direction of Humbe. This force. 
which is presently about 25km sou a-west of Humbe, is 
equipped with tanks, armuured personnel carriers and 
replenishment vehicles. 


— lt appears as if the newly arrived Cuban forces would 
be deployed as a reserve force centrally in the Ongiva 
and Mulondo Regions. 
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Castro Rejects Pressure To Withdraw Forces 
MB0306155188 Johannesburg International Service in 
English 1500 GMT 3 Jun 88 


[Text] President Fidel Castro of Cuba has made it clear that 
his government is committed to an independent policy on 
Angola and is not amenable to pressure from any source. Dr 
Castro was addressing a closed meeting of the Nonaligned 
Movement in Havana, which focused mainly on the recent 
peace discussions in Angola [as heard] involving South 
Africa, Cuba, and the Angolan Government. 


When asked what Cuba would do if the Soviet Union 
put pressure on Cuba to withdraw its forces from 
Angola, Dr Castro described the question as hypothet- 
ical, saying the Soviet Union knew that Cuba would 
not submit to such pressure. 


The Cuban leader’s remarks were reported by a senior 
Cuban Government journalist in a telephone interview 
with the Spanish service of Radio RSA. The journalist 
said there had been a slight shift in Cuba’s position on 
the troop withdrawal from Angola that became apparent 
at the Nonaligned meeting. Previously, he said, Cuba 
had insisted on four conditions for such a withdrawal. 
These were: first, the implementation of UN Resolution 
435 on independence for South-West Africa/Namibia; 
second, the total withdrawal of South African troops 
from Angola; third, an end to South African support for 
UNITA,; and last, a halt to American aid to UNITA. 


Dr Castro told the meeting that Cuba now only insisted 
on the first three conditions. American support for 
UNITA, he said, was not Cuba’s concern; it was a matter 
between the United States and the MPLA Government. 


Labor ‘Days of Action’ Strike Widely Followed 


Soweto School Strike Nearly ‘Total’ 
MB0606 104088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1032 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Text] Johannesburg June 6 SAPA — There was virtually 
a total stayaway of pupils at secondary and primary 
schools in Soweto and the east Rand today, but atten- 
dance in other areas ranged from 20 to 90 per cent, 
according to spokesmen for the Department of Educa- 
tion and Training [DET]. 


The spokesman for the Soweto region, Mr Peter Mun- 
dell, said there was almost no attendance at schools in 
the area. A “fairly large number” of teachers had also 
stayed away. 


He said the situation was “very quiet” and not a single 
incident of violence had been reported. 


The stayaway was equally effective on the east Rand, 
according to Mr R.R. Motau, the acting regional director for 
the Highveld region, but he said the situation appeared 
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normal in the eastern Transvaal. Mr Motau said he had 
received reports of intimidation of teachers and the few 
pupils who did attend schvol on the east Rand. 


“Pupils have been going to the schools in groups of two 
or three so as not to attract the attention of the security 
forces and warning the teachers and pupils to leave the 
school as they are risking their lives.” 


Attendance at schools in the Vaal complex and northern 
Free State was “rather low,” said a spokesman for the 
DET’s Orange Vaal region, with preliminary attendance 
figures ranging from 30 to 60 per cent. Attendance at the 
Sebokeng College of Education was 90 per cent. The 
spokesman said: “The situation is quiet and there has 
been no trouble.” 


A spokesman for the DET’s Northern Transvaal Region 
said school attendance in its outlying disiricts such as 
Pietersburg, Potchefstroom and Lichtenberg was nor- 
mal, as was that in Mamelodi. 


Attendance at Soshanguve was “well over the 80 per cent 
mark” while that in Atteridgeville ranged between 20 
and 90 per cent, the spokesman said. 


‘Partial Stayaway’ at Witwatersrand 
MB0606062088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0616 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Text] Johannesburg June 6 SAPA — There was at least 
a partial stayaway on the Witwatersrand today following 
COSATU’s planned “days of action” for today, tomor- 
row and Wednesday, in protest against proposed changes 
in labour legislation. 


Soweto residents said trains appeared to be running 
normally, but there were few people on them. 


Johannesburg Traffic Sparse 
MB0606072388 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0701 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Text] Johannesburg June 6 SAPA — Commuter ranks 
in the Johannesburg city centre were virtually deserted 
this morning as the three-day protest began. There were 
hardly any taxis at the ranks in West, Bree and Noord 
Streets. When Taxis did come in, they were half full 
while the normally long queues of passengers were 
greatly reduced. 


At Park Station a small number of train passengers 
walked from the platform, while Doornfontein Station 
seemed deserted. When the trains pulled in, only a 
handful of passengers got out. 


Two people stood at the PUTCO [Public Utility Trans- 
port Corporation], bus terminus in Jeppe Street but there 
were no buses in sight. In Bree Street two empty buses 
stood idling while small groups of people waited inside 
the bus terminus. 
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Bree Street traffic — normally congested with taxis, 
buses and pedestrians — flowed freely this morning. 


PMV Blacks Shun Work Stations 
MB060608 1188 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0754 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Text] Johannesburg June 6 SAPA — Many PWV [Pretoria- 
Witwatersrand-Vaal] black residents did not report for work 
today, the first day of three days marked for “national 
protest” by trade unions and anti-apartheid groups. 


A railway line at Dube, Soweto, was damaged by an 
explosion carly this morning. 


Police in Pretoria said no other violent incidents had 
been reported by 8 a.m. 


Many workers in Soweto appeared to have stayed away 
from work today and all schools in the township 
appeared closed. Taxi ranks, bus terminuses and railway 
stations were deserted in most sections and trains ran 
almost empty to Johannesburg. 


This morning, the SA Transport Services (SATS) 
reported that early occupancy rates on Reef trains were 
about five percent of normal at Sam at the start of the 
peak period. Just before 8am, occupancy rates on trains 
to Johannesburg Station were in the region of one per 
cent of normal from Tembisa; five to 10 per cent from 
Kwesine/Kutalo (on the east rand); 10 per cent from 
Pretoria; 10 to 20 per cent from Soweto; 20 per cent from 
Dunswaert and 40 to 50 per cent froin the west Rand. 


A SATS regional spokesman confirmed that an explosion 
damaged the railway line near Dube Station, Soweto, just 
after midnight last night. No-one was injured and the 
damage was quickly repaired. He stressed that scheduled 
services were Operating normally. 


Soweto residents said trains appeared to be running 
normally, but there were few people on them. 


A spokesman for PUTCO [Public Utility Transport 
Corporation] today said the areas worst hit by the 
stayaway — those where passenger demand was lowest 
— appeared to be Soweto, Durban and Alberton. She 
said passenger demand was about 30 percent of normal 
and only 20 percent of the company’s staff had arrived 
for work this morning. 


A spokesman for the Vaal Transport Corporation, which 
operates in Vereeniging, Vanderbijlpark and Sasolburg, 
said the first buses were late this morning because taxis 
were not operating and many of their 300-odd drivers 
could not get to work on time. However, staff buses were 
sent out and by the start of the morning peak at Sam 
services were operating normally. The spokesman said 
he was unable to specify passenger levels but said they 
were lower than normal. 
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A police spokesman declined to give details of police 
Strategy with regard to the protest, but said police would 
be ready nationwide for “any eventuality.” 


“We will protect anybody wishing to go to work and step in 
if there is any sign of intimidation,” the spokesman said, 
adding that workers would be contravening the emergency 
regulations by taking part in an illegal stayaway. 


Soweto taxis operated a minimal internal service to take 
nurses and other hospital staff to Baragwanath Hospital 
and local clinics. Other hospital staff were taken to work 
by TPA [Transvaal Provincial Administration] buses, 
though many waited for long periods along the route. 


Police and the Defence Force guardc.) railway stations 
and patrolled the streets. The Association of Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry today repeated the advice to 
employers: “no work — no pay.” Mr Vincent Brett, 
national manpower secretary, said individual companies 
should make their own decisions on any further disci- 
plinary action if employees took part in the stayaway. 


More than 50 percent of residents in townships around 
Pretoria appeared to be staying away from work early 
today. Few taxis were operating. A spokesman for SAM- 
COR [South African Mining Corporation], the largest 
private sector employer in Pretoria, said the plant near 
Mamelodi had shut down for the first three days this 
week because of indications that there would be “high 
than usual absenteeism.” The three days would be 
treated as unpaid leave, the spokesman said. 


Reports from Atteridgeville indicated no taxis operated this 
morning, and some commuters caught trains into town as 
early as Sam. The Defence Force presence in Atteridgeville 
appeared no more than usual. In Soshanguve a similar 
stay-at-home of 50 percent or more was reported. Thousands 
of people lined the main taxi routes but few vehicles were 
there to serve them. Thousands of stranded taxi commuters 
in Mamelodi gathered at main street corners trying to hitch 
lifts to work, following a total absence of taxis in the area. 
Taxis started transporting workers at about 7am and by then 
most workers had already walked to the two local railway 
stations to catch trains to Pretoria. Sources in the township 
said members of the security forces kept a low profile. 


There appeared to be widespread observance of a work 
and school stayaway on the east rand. 


In Tembisa the taxi and bus ranks as well as railway 
stations were deserted. Buses and taxis did not operate 
while the trains were running empty. 


In Katlehong, Thokoza, Vosloorus and KwaThema taxis 
and buses were also not operating while a few taxis 
operated in Daveyton. 
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Schools in the region were empty and teachers, who had 
also stayed at home, said they did not expect pupils to 
return this week. A stockbroker at the Johannesburg 
Stock Exchange reported an almost total stayaway by 
black workers. 


Spokesman for Anglo American gold and uranium divi- 
sion and Anglo Vaal reported that work was continuing 
underground as usual at the companies’ mines. Rand 
Mines said there was normal attendance at all group 
goldmines today. A spokesman said all collieries were 
operating with the full staff complement except for 
Douglas near Witbank, except for staffers manning 
essential services. 


Rand Mine employees have been informed that the 
company would adopt a policy of no work no pay, the 
spokesman said. 


Spokesmen for Barlow Rand and Gold Fields and 
Toyota said it was too early to assess the situation. 


Sasolburg town council reported a normal attendance of 
municipal workers resident in Zamdela township. 


The Vanderbijlpark council indicated “fairly good” 
staff attendance. 


Meanwhile at the weekend, the Congress of SA Trade 
Unions stuck to its decision to go ahead with the 
protests, despite unprecedented employer pressure to 
call off the protests. 


Following weekend statements by employer bodies, 
denouncing the protests, in particular a rumoured stay- 
away, COSATU accused employers of taking an 
“aggressive” stance as a result of government appeals to 
defend the Labour Relations Amendment Bill. 


But SACCOLA [South African Employers’ Consultative 
Committee Labor Affairs] chairman, Mr Bobby Godsell, 
denied this, saying no recent discussions on the issue had 
been held with government. 


“COSATU’s attack on employers underestimates the 
autonomy and capacity of employers to chart their own 
Strategy,” he said. 


COSATU press officer, Mr Frank Meintjies, said employers 
rushed to place adverts and to call meetings with COSATU 
and NACTU [National Council of Trade Unions], after 
government government informed them that they were not 
doing enough to minimise worker opposition to the bill 
while COSATU was mobilising against it. 


Mr Godsell said the meetings held with both labour 
federations were a follow-up to previous meetings and 
that employers had placed adverts “to make public our 
stand on the bill.” 
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The COSATU statement followed a successful applica- 
tion in the Free State supreme court by Anglo American 
to restrain the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) 
from organising a stayaway or a strike on the company’s 
massive Free State goldfields. The interim interdict was 
granted against the NUM and four officials. 


Last night, SABC-TV broadcast a special anti-stayaway 
news backgrounder on both black channels, but not on TV1. 
Those speaking out against a stayaway included the chief 
ministers of KwaZulu and Gazankulu, Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi and Professor Hudson Ntsanwisi, respectively. 


Organisations which at the week lent support to the 
proposed stayaway include the African National Con- 
gress, the Soweto students organisations and national 
church groups. 


Lunch-Break Protest at Rhodes University 
MB0606 102588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0946 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Text] Port Elizabeth June 6 SAPA — Thousands of blacks 
streaming into work this morning gave Port Elizabeth its 
usual Monday morning appearance — although some 
arrived late and others remained in the townships to see 
what was happening. A spokesman for PE Tramways said 
there was a rush to work at about 8.45am. 


The school situation appeared confused with many children 
turning up for class, and others heading home leaving empty 
schools. At Rhodes University in Grahamstown, workers 
are holding lunch-break placard demonstrations. 


The call for the peaceful protest was issued jointly by the 
Congress of South African Trade Unions and the 
National Council of Trade Unions [NACTU]. 


Thousands and anonymous pamphlets were distributed 
in the city townships yesterday, criticising the peaceful 
protest, certain trade unions and other organisations, 
among them the United Democratic Front, COSATU 
and NACTU. 


Soldiers Patrol Townships 
MB0606083 188 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0800 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Text] Armed soldiers are patrolling townships in force, as 
tens of thousands of black workers begin a 3-day protest 
against proposed new labor laws. Police in Soweto say a 
small explosion damaged the railway line near Dube soon 
after midnight, but no one was injured. A railway officials 
says trains into Johannesburg which normally carry about 
20,000 to 50,000 black commuters are running at between | 
percent and 20 percent capacity. 


In Durban,, definite statistics are not available yet, but 
there are clear signs that many people have not gone to 
work this morning. 
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[Carmel Rickard] Schools are deserted in Umlazi and other 
townships, while in Clermont there were no buses moving 
through the area, and very few kombis. Municipal bus 
officials said there were fewer drivers and fewer passengers 
than usual in the western, and northern areas. However, 
PUTCO [Public Utility Transport Corporation] buses are 
not operating at all, and there are apparently long queues of 
people in KwaMashu and Ntuzuma without transport to 
work. Late yesterday shops in the townships were packed 
with people stocking up for 3-day protest. 


From a number of areas, there are reports of a heavy police 
and military presence, but there are no significant incidents 
reported yet. From Pietermaritzburg, reports indicate there 
are fewer buses and other traffic on the roads, but factories 
in the city and elsewhere say it is still too early to say exactly 
what number of people have stayed away. 


Fires Mark Mass ‘Stayaways’ 
MB0606084988 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0848 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Text] Durban June 6 SAPA — Reports of fires — 
including the gutting of a south coast railway station — 
were received early today and there were mass stayaways 
of black workers, notably in the Durban area. 


Umgababa Railway Station was gutted by fire which has been 
linked with arson. The fire was first noticed at 3am today. 


Umgahaba is a black holiday resort near Karridene, not 
far south of the Illovo River mouth. 


There were also several unconfirmed reports of fires blazing 
in Umlazi township, south of Durban — and the Durban 
Fire Brigade confirmed it had been called to a fire in a 
building in Ordnance Road. This building houses the black 
“street children” who previously roamed the city later at 
night, sleeping where they could find a spot. “The building 
has been completely gutted,” a St John Ambulance 
employee said. St John headquarters in Durban is situated 
close to the burned-out “hostel.” 


The informant said he had been told that “three or four 
people had entered the building in the early hours of this 
morning, and that the fire began soon afterwards.” 


As far as could be ascertained, nobody was hurt in the 
blaze which was fought by two Durban Fire Brigade fire 
engines. Firemen were still standing by about an hour 
later as remnants of the structure were still smouldering. 


PUTCO $ [Public Utility Transport Corporation] 


reported that most of its driving and administrative staff 
in Durban had failed to turn up for work today. But in 
Pietermaritzburg, KwaZulu buses were running nor- 
mally and conveying workers to their jobs. 
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In Durban, there were indications of a mass stayaway, 
with the transport problem clearly a major cause. An 
early report from Newcastle was that the situation was 
close to normal. Several Durban city businesses were 
missing most of their black staff today. 


The owner of a well-known central Durban cafe said only 
one of her black employees had reported for work. 


“He is my security guard. My black kitchen staff are all 
absent,” she said. She confirmed that bakeries and dairies 
had informed here late last week that it was unlikely there 
would be any regular deliveries from today to Wednesday. 


A spokesman for the Durban Metropolitan Chamber of 
Commerce said it seemed that a high percentage of black 
employees wanted to come to work, “and are not at all 
interested in the stayaway.” 


He said there appeared to have been no set pattern — some 
companies had reported that “none had arrived for work.” 


A major factor had been the availability of bus transport. 
Where services were running, the highest attendances had 
been reported. A large number of firms had said many of 
their work force had arrived at work late, “and some (at 
10.30am) are still arriving.” They had been obliged to wait 
until they had been able to find alternative transport. The 
spokesman said that, as far as was known, “there have been 
reports of intimidation keeping workers away.” 


Strikes ‘Highly Effective’ 
MB0606074488 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0740 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Text] Johannesburg June 6 SAPA — South Africa’s 
major black transport organisation — PUTCO [Public 
Utility Transport Corporation] — reports that demand 
for transport in most urban areas in the country has 
dropped by as much as 90 per cent. 


A spokesman told SAPA this morning that while staff 
levels ranged from 50 to 60 per cent passenger levels 
were close to 5 per cent of their normal levels. 


Mr Robin Duff, public relations officer for PUTCO, said 
his overall impression was that the three day stay-away 
was providing to be highly effective. He said that as far 
as Soweto was concerned there was virtually no demand 
for transport and that the passenger levels were about 90 
per cent down on normal levels. 


Pretoria, which was normally not seriously effected by 
action was only at 50 per cent of normal levels. 


He said that in Durban only 14 busses of the normal 350 
had been required this morning. He estimated that only 
five per cent of the work force in Durban was present at 
the workplace this morning. 
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He added that virtually none of the taxies that operated 
between Soweto and Johannesburg were on the road. 


White Groups Back Boycott 
MB0606092088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0907 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Text] Durban June 6 SAPA — The Umgababa Station 
on the Natal south coast was petrol bombed during the 
early hours of this morning in an apparent move to stop 
all train commuters from the south from getting to 
Durban and other industrial areas as the three-day 
protest got underway with an unofficial estimate of 75 
percent of the worker force keeping away. 


A police spokesman said that soon after midnight a 
group of people broke open a window and hurled a petrol 
bomb which destroyed the building. However, traffic 
was not disrupted. 


There was tension as the three-day protest against the 
Labour Relations Bill and the restrictions on 17 anti- 
apartheid organisations started when gangs of black 
youths “invaded” certain residential areas in Pinetown 
and Mariannhill. 


The protest move got a major white boost when the 
Black Sash, the National Union of South African Stu- 
dents, the Durban Democratic Association and the Joint 
Academic Staff Association of the University of Natal 
came out in support of the protest. 


In a statement released this morning, the four organisa- 
tions said that many whites were unaware of the deep 
resentment and anger among the millions of blacks. 
“The call for three days of protest have not just emerged 
from nowhere. Forty years of National Party rule have 
brought about a level of misery and repression unknown 
in any free and civilised country.”’ said the statement. 


Most black staff at all Pick ‘N Pay stores stayed away, 
management staff were manning tills and packing goods. 
Public transport also virtually ground to a halt. The giant 
PUTCO [Public Utility Transport Corporation] com- 
pany had only 15 of their 380 buses on the road, mainly 
because of a very poor turn-out of drivers. A PUTCO 
spokesman said at 4.30am there were less than a dozen 
passengers when there were normally hundreds and by 
6.30am a few commuters were walking to the depots and 
only 12 of the buses were operating. 


At 6.4S5am this picked up a bit, but he estimated that 
passenger numbers were down 90 percent. 


The general manager of the Durban Transport Manage- 
ment Board, Mr Marshall Cuthberi, said that commuter 
traffic in the city was normal but had dropped in the 
western and northern areas. 
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A spokesman for the South African Transport Services, 
Mr Alan Lubbe, said that early trains, those that ran 
before 5 am, were “fuller than usual” while the later 
trains ran far below normal levels. 


The Universities of Natal and of Durban-Westville were 
also virtually deserted as most students kept away. At 
Natal University it is normal examination day, but the 
principal, Professor Peter Booysen, called on academic 
staff to treat “any problems” sympathetically. 


At Durban-Westville, Vice-Rector Proffessor Michael 
Smouth said that he did not see a single bus bringing 
students to the campus. 


“It is all very quiet and we have rescheduled examina- 
tions from today, tomorrow and Wednesday to Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday,” said Professor Smouth. 


Attendances at white, Indian and coloured schools were 
reported to be normal, while at black schools figures 
were “down.” 


Shops in the central business district were open for business, 
but there were hardly any customers and those staff mem- 
bers who turned up for work had very little to do. 


There was a major protest from staff at Pick N’ Pay 
Hypermarket and management staff had to move in and 
man tills and do other jobs in order to keep the store 
open today. Bread and milk supplies have been dis- 
rupted and while some deliveries were effected, spokes- 
men for dairies and bakeries have urged shop owners to 
collect supplies from their factories. 


Even the informal public transport system, made up of 
taxis and mini-buses were not operating today. Thou- 
sands of people in the valley of 1000 hills were stranded 
without transport. 


In Pinetown, some factories managed to get work 
started, but were operating far below capacity. In Clair- 
wood, first reports of intimidation were reported when 
Indian garment workers claimed that they were har- 
rassed by mobs of blacks who threatened them if they 
entered their places of employment. 


The director of the Natal Chamber of Industries, Mr 
John Pohl, was not available for comment, nor was Mr 
ivan Dodd, president of the Durban Metropolitan 
Chamber of Commerce. 


The chief executive of the Durban Metropolitan Cham- 
ber of Commerce, Mr Geoff Tyler, said that there 
appeared to be no set pattern. “Some firms have a full 
complement of staff, while others have none. The major 
factor appears to be the availability of bus transport. 
Where buses are running, attendance figures are among 
the highest. Many firms report that workers are arriving 
late and have taken alternative transport. It does appear 
as if a high percentage of workers do wish to come to 
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work and are not the slightest bit interesied in the 
protest. The general picture from large and small firms in 
the metropolitan area is that there is not set pattern. It is 
not dissimilar to other stayaways,”’ said Mr Tyler. 


Hospitals Report Mixed Response 
MB0606070388 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0656 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Text] Johannesburg June 6 SAPA — Medical services in 
and around Johannesburg appeared relatively unaffected 
by the three-day protest with most staff reporting for 
work as usual. 


However, in Soweto, queues of nursing sisters were seen 
waiting at bus stops and taxi ranks unable to get trans- 
port into the city. 


A spokesman for the sprawling Baragwanath Hospital 
complex said early today there appeared to be no staff 
problems, although the exact situation could only be 
accurately assessed later in the day. 


“We will first have to work out the duty rosters to see 
who should be here before we will really know,” she said. 


Only a third of the 900 employees at the Johannesburg 
Hospital clocked in this morning, but a hospital spokes- 
man said more were expected to arrive later in the day. 


She said the staff who had turned up would help out 
where they could. 


At the Coronation Hospital in Coronationville, all staff 
reported for work. “We are not usually affected by 
stayaways because people are concerned about their 
own sick and don’t cause any trouble. We have certain 
procedures which we would follow in the event of a 
Stayaway but we haven't needed them up to now,” a 
hospital spokesman said. At the plush Morningside 
Clinic in Sandton, all black domestic and maintenance 
staff stayed away today. However, a clinic spokesman 
said, the kitchen staff had slept on the premises last 
night and most of the black nursing sisters managed to 
get to work. She said all those who had reported for 
work, black and white, were required to take over the 
cleaning and maintenance of the hospital. Administra- 
tion staff were being called upon to clean toilets, 
vacuum carpets and wash floors. 


“But we were prepared for it and we're coping quite 
well,” she said. 


At the Garden City Clinic in Brixton, all black employees 
reported for work. The clinic’s manager, Mr Graham Ander- 
son, said his position on the stayaway had been very strong. 
“I told them if they didn’t come to work they would not get 
paid and secondly, they need not come back.” 
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He said the clinic also housed a communal laundry used by 
all clinics belonging to the clinic holdings group. “As every- 
one has reported for work the laundry is having no trouble 
and the other clinics are unaffected also,” he said. 


Station Comment 
Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 0500 GMT 
6 Jun 88 


[Text] The 3-day protest action, the nature of which 
remains unspecified even at this late hour, is being 
launched from today by certain of the more militant 
trade union groups. Its focal point is a claim that the 
Labor Relations Amendment Bill that is now before 
parliament constitutes an attack on the rights of trade 
unions. This is flatly denied by government and labor 
experts, as well as by employers, who have made ‘nten- 
sive but unsuccessful efforts to engage the protesters in 
constructive discussion on t} > issue. 


It is a curious situation, to put it mildly. Last week SAC- 
COLA [South African Employers’ Consultative Committee 
on Labor Affairs], a labor affairs committee representing 
major South African employer federations, met COSATU 
to try to identify problems and work out joint solutions. The 
initiative failed. According to SACCOLA chairman, Mr 
Bobby Godsell, COSATU had been asked to identify any 
single clause in new legislation that represented a setback for 
labor. It had been unable to do so. But nor did it reconsider 
its commitment to the protest action. 


Leaders in the protest action seem ready to risk union 
members’ interests, and even livelihood, on grounds tiat 
are demonstrably unjustified. SACCOLA, that is, the 
South African Employers’ Consultative Committee on 
Labor Affairs has pointed out that the Labor Relations 
Amendment Bill, in the form in which it is now before 
parliament, “is in line with major Western labor legisla- 
tion”. Far from being a union-bashing exercise, the 
legislation introduces safeguards for both worker and 
employer that are standard legal practice in numerous 
Western democracies. 


Some of the tendentious comment attacking the legislation 
has tended to obscure its real purposes. Contrary to impres- 
sions created by critics, the legal right to strike, which is 
exercised as freely in South Africa as ‘n any Western 
country, is in no way affected by the bill. Nor do workers 
lose any of the protection they already enjoy through the 
definition of what constitutes unfair !abor practices. In fact, 
the protection against unfair dismissal is extended. 


What the bill does do is tighten up controls against 
intimidatory activities, whether on the part of employers 
or among unions. Among the additions to unfair labor 
practices are strikes against employers who have nothing 
to do with the issue in dispute, the disruption of repeated 
strikes on the same issue within a short period, and 
product and service boycotts. Employers and unions will 
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in future also have the right, commonly exercised in 
Britain, for example, to sue for damages in the case of 
illegal strikes or illegal lock-outs. 


These amendments are designed to achieve the objective 
of the Wiehahn labor reforms that the bargaining process 
between employers and organised labor should be free. 
Fair and even handed. The militant unions, in forcing a 
confrontation, have in effect rejected the principle of 
equity that is the cornerstone of the Wiehahn reforms. 


Bomb Kills 3, Wounds 8 in Rooderpoort 3 June 
MB0306125488 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1253 GMT 3 Jun 88 


[Text] Johannesburg June 3 SAPA — Three people were 
killed and eight injured in a bomb blast in Rooderpoort 
at lunchtime today, police report. 


Two black men and a coloured woman died in the 
explosion near the Standard Bank on the corner of Van 
Wyk and Church Streets, a statement from the SAP 
Puulic Relations Division in Pretoria said. 


The brief statement said: 


At about 1330 an explosion occurred near the Standard 
Bank corners of Van Wyk and Church Streets, Rooderpoort. 


At this stage, the following casualties have been reported: 
Dead: two black men and a coloured woman. 


Injured: two black men, three white women, two black 
women and on Indian man. 


The names of the dead and injured are not yet known. 
The type of explosive device used is also unknown. No 
further details are available at present. 


Death Toll Climbs to 4 
MB0306 132188 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1319 GMT 3 Jun 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, June 3, SAPA — Four people were 
killed in a bomb blast in Roodepoort at 1.30pm this 
afternoon, superintendent of the Discoverers Memorial 
Hospital in Florida, Dr Barrie van Zy!, told SAPA. 


The Police Public Relations Directorate im Pretoria 
earlier reported three deaths. 


Dr van Zyl said four mutilated bodies had arrived at 
the hospital. 


Eight of the injured had been admitted to the hospital — one 
of them in a fairly serious condition, who was to undergo 
surgery this afternoon after suffering multiple injuries. 
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Dr van Zyl said he suspected the more seriously injured 
people would be admitted to the J.G. Strijdom Hospital 
or the Johannesburg General Hospital. 


Most of the other injuries sustained were cuts and 
bruises, while two people were suffering from shock. One 
of those admitted to the hospital had a burst eardrum. 


Irish Regiment HQ Hit by Blast; No Injuries 
MB0406045088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0125 GMT 4 Jun 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Jun 4 SAPA — An explosion shook 
the headquarters of the South African Irish Regiment in 
Anderson Street, Johannesburg, late last night. 


The blast occurred at 11:18 on the ground floor of the 
building, Lt Col Frans Malherbe, liaison officer for the 
Witwatersrand Police, said. 


No one was injured and damage was not extensive. 


Police were investigating the cause of the blast. 


Buthelezi Laments Lack of Black Unity 
MB0406 163588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1631 GMT 4 Jun 88 


[Text] Ulundi June 4 SAPA — Lamenting black dis- 
unity, Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi said today no one 
group would ever succeed in making the impact against 
apartheid which united nationwide action would ensure. 


In a speech to the conference of the Zululand Council of 
Churches in Ulundi, Chief Buthelezi said he had not 
been consulted about next week’s national protests called 
by trade union federations. 


“What kind of basis for mass action could there be when 
one organisation makes decisions and then expects its 
decisions to be binding on all other organisations? ” the 
KwaZulu chief minister said. 


“What hope is there now of that action gaining the 
support it could have gained and actually achieving 
something concrete in terms of political objectives?” 


He added: “I say we have not begun to use the vastness 
of South Africa’s black worker power and the vastness of 
black consumer power. Little groups dabble with these 
powers here and there but no one grou) will every 
succeed in making the impact against apartheid which 
united nationwide action will ensure.” 


Chief Buthelezi said all tactics and strategies which 
should be adopted in the struggle for liberation depended 
on unity. Th.t unity did not exist, he added. 


He said: “We in this part of South Africa stand ready to play 
our role... we are always ready to add our weight to the 
correct tactics and strategies aiming at the right objectives.” 
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Buthelezi, Zulus Oppose Sanctions 
MB0506200088 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1800 GMT 05 Jun 88 


[From the “Network” program] 


[Text] The Zulu national of Chief Minister Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi is rapidly moving to forefront of those in this 
country trying to convince the outside world that the majority 
of black people in South Africa strongly oppose sanctions. 
Cliff Saunders reports on an event especially organized to 
express Zulu anger over the sanctions campaign. 


[Begin video recording] [Saunders] When 25 to 30,000 
Zulus given an answer, it is with determined dignity, 
devoid of the wild hystrionics seen during similar gath- 
erings of radicals where the frenzied behavior of the 
faithful often leads to action both irresponsible and 
dangerous. Here on Sunday last [words indistinct] sta- 
dium was filled beyond capacity to tell the world that for 
seven million Zulus in South Africa, the sanctions cam- 
paign against this country is regarded as both unaccept- 
able and counterproductive. 


A resolution read at the gathering lashed out at certain 
church leaders, and in particular Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, for supporting economic sznctions on be hai! of the 
majority of black people in South Africa. It accuses them 
of doing so without prior, proper consuliativns and 
declares that the world must know that the black masses 
reject disinvestment. 


Mr Wellington Sabelo is a frank and forthright man. He 
is on the Central Committee of Inkatha, and he repre- 
sents the cne million people of Umlazi in the KwaZulu 
Legislative Asscmbly. 


[Sabelo] UDF, COSATU, Bishop Tutu does [as hear] 
not represent us. They never got members from us, never 
got members for our people. They are only talking 
propaganda for ANC, not for ourselves. 


[Saunders] Mr Sabelo, there are some people who say that 
the solution to South Africa's problems is violence and not 
negotiation. Why do you people still support negotiation? 


[Sabelo} Because it has been proved that the only successful 
politic in this country is the politic of negotiation. If you 
bring violence, only black people suffers first. [as heard] 


[Saunders] There are people in the United States who are 
saying, why not violence, why not a revolution? We'll over- 
throw the whites very quickly. That will be th end of it all. 


[Sabelo] Its because they are not here. Let them come 
here and do it themselves if they can succeed. Violence 
will never succeed in this country. This is not like 
Zimbabwe where they are pushing, not like Mozambi- 
que. In this country ... war cannot work here, can never 
work in this country. 
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[Saunders] What about urban guerrilla warfare? 


[Sabelo}] Urban guerrilla warfare, it won't help neither here. 
To prove it, all people who leave this country for further 
training Outside the country, when they come back they get 
caught and they kill their own black people. They don’t kill 
white people, they kill black people. So, it won't help. 


[Saunders] After the event we also spoke to KwaZulu 
Chief Minister Mangosuthu Buthelezi. 


[Buthelezi] You heard the people reconfirm what I have 
said, over and over again, that they are totally against 
sanctions. I mean, they are just looking like this all over 
the country, in Soweto, in other places, we can’t find the 
people where there is not a single dissenting voice, as was 
the case today. 


[Saunders] Chief Buthelezi, we have this discrepancy 
whereby people such as Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Dr 
Boesak, they claim that sanctions is the last peaceful soad to 
change in South Africa. [Words indistinct] readily concede 
the scenario that sanctions would lead to unemployment, 
would lead to violence. In other words, violence is the 
bottom line. Now, what is your view on this? 


[Buthelezi] Well, | think of course, | mean, they are men of 
the cloth, and we respect them as such. Therefore they dare 
not give the impression that they support violence, so I may 
suppose then they'll have to speak that language like that. 
But I think that the people overseas are more honest. I think 
that Mr Tambo himself has said, has been quoted in the past 
saying that, [changes thought] you know one thing you've 
got to [words indistinct] our side, meaning ANC. 


You see, clearly, you know, all revolutions, Mr Saunders, 
were caused by starvation and hunger. You know even in 
France, you know in the famous French revolution 
people were looking for bread. So, clearly the people in 
America are committing themselves, are being very 
honest themselves, because to say that sanctions is the 
last step, nonviolent step, towards change is not true at 
all. In fact the last step is turning to violence. I think 
ANC actually propound it, because precisely because, in 
fact, they want revolutionary change in South Africa, 
and of course that will lead to that. 


[Saunders] They came in their thousands and then they 
left, probably virtually unnoticed in the foreign media. 
But were the full story to be told of black attitudes to 
sanctions, then these representatives of seven million 
Zulus would play a major role in convincing the inter- 
national community that what black South Africans 
want is more jobs, not fewer; higher standards of living, 
not lower. As for those within this country who vocifer- 
ously promote sanctions and disinvestment, what will 
they say, and do, when the masses of unemployed start 
looking for the true perpetrators of their poverty and 
misery. [end video recording] 
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Afrikaner Morale Suffers ‘Severe Blow’ 
MB0506084288 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 5 Jun 88 p 19 


[By Lourens du Plessis, professor of public law, Stellen- 
bosch University] 


[Text] It is putting it mildly to say Afrikaners’ self- 
confidence has suffered a severe blow. 


It is closer to the truth to say that they are experiencing 
a growing crisis of disillusionment — a crisis that is 
directly related to the worsening situation in the country. 


Actually, the writing has been on the wall for some time. 


Since the Second World War South Africa has become 
the pole-cat of the world — to a large degree because of 
the actions of an Afrikaner government that took over 
the reins at a time when the Afrikaners’ new-found 
freedom from British colonianalism was still full of 
storm and stress. 


They way in which the new rulers changed things at the 
expense of the majority of the population foreshadowed 
what happened in other liberated African states in 
the’60s and beyond. 


There was, however, one major difference: The “free 
world” was and is much less inclined to tolerate South 
Africa’s “African capers” because it measures white 
South Africans according to Western standards and 
Western guilt consciences. 


The racially discriminatory system of government that 
the National Party so zealously built severely damaged 
the image of the Afrikaner. It also taught him to rely on 
indefensible values and pipe-dreams. 


The Afrikaner, with the trowel of political power in 
hand, started building a new South Africa with himself 
as the sole guardian of what he saw as the uncivilised 


indigenous peoples. 


Naturally, this led to resistance, even before 1948. In 
the’50s,"60s and early’70s, however, this was quelled with 
the increasing use of force. Primarily this was done to 
benefit the guardians but, in a paternalistic way, the Gov- 
ernment tried to show that it also benefited its subjects. 


The country-wide resistance of 1976 affected Afrikaners 
in a special way. The fact that this was a protest against 
the compulsory use of Afrikaans in black schools was 
disturbing to them. 


With incredulity they discovered ose, whom they 


believed they were leading towards civilisation, not only 
despised them, but actually hated them — with a hatred so 
strong that youths were prepared to put their lives on the line. 
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To this day, this remains the position — even more so 
than in 1976. 


With the disdain of their subjects still fresh in their 
memory and the smoke of a smouidering South Africa on 
the politic! horizon, the Info Scandal erupted. 


Most Afrikaners trusted the Government relatively 
unconditionally to handle the unrest and to “restore the 
country’s image abroad”. 


Muldergate showed that those politicians, in particular, who 
pontificated about the morality of the total onslaught, were 
in the forefront of an assault on each and every norm of 


political decency that still existed in spite of apartheid. 


Confusion broke loose in the ranks of Afrikaners, with 
one salient factor emerging: Gullible supporters were 
waking from the sleep of blind trust in “our leaders”. 


The Info Scandal was the emancipation of many Afrikaners 
— if only because they learnt that their Government was not 
above cheating. They also realised that you cannot fight 
without rules for the preservation of your people. 


In the era of political shell-shocks, the Afrikaner’s beliefs 
in certain political truths were further eroded. The last 
bastions of white colonialism around South Africa fell 
one after the other. 


And now, at the end of the’8(s, Afrikaners and their 
Government are standing naked in their disillusionment. 
Those peculiar Third World vices that they smirked 
about so often are becoming part and parcel of life in 
their own country. Violence which has to prop up an 
unjust system give rise to revolutionary counter-violence 
and it, in turn, to more violence, transforming the 
country into a banana republic. 


Plans for “reform” sound hollow in this depressing, 
visionless atmosphere. Political reform is offered — but 
without the disappearance of the racial basis of the 
present system or the continuing adherence to “own” 
and “general” affairs. 


The talk is about a new South Africa — but then it is only 
with those whom the race-aristocrats of the government want. 


What is this other than (at the most) half-way reform? 


The irony is that for the first time since the NP took 
over, the majority of Afrikaners and whites now support 
peaceful but fundamental socio-political changes over a 
violent clinging to power. 


The Government's reaction to outside pressure is becoming 
more timorous and more grotesque. It is as if the Govern- 
ment and its media fear that white people may be liberated 
from their political isolation and environmental handicaps. 
The hysterical reaction to Dakar proved this once again. 
One of the first delusions that should be exorcised is that the 
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Afrikaner governs South Africa and has the right to remain 
doing so. We especially need to get rid of the notion that it 
is the “ware Afrikaner” who know what is best for every- 
body else in the country. 


A number of people have already disavowed this notion 
with their mouths — now they should also do it in their 
hearts and through their actions. 


The discovery of the “ware Afrikaner” was one of the 
biggest calamities that befell this country and the Afri- 
kaner people. It robbed them of their dynamism. And it 
led to some Afrikaners believing themselves to be God's 
gift to Africa. 


This group, elevated to the status of “our volk”, 
shrouded itself in a protective cocoon against all evil 
influences — and warded off all evil thoughts of possible 
short-comings and imperfections. 


Efforts to make the Afrikaner’s ethnic identity sacrosant 
actually led to its depreciation and the wrong emphasis 
being placed on the real elements of Afrikanerskap. 


The dynamics of ethnicity cannot be explained rationally 
— and this was not taken into account. 


These dynamics are exemplified by the fact that Dr Frederik 
van Zyl Slabbert is as much as Afrikaner as P.W. Botha, and 
Beyers Naude’s as much as A.P. Treurnicht. The fact that 
Afrikanerskap can encompass such a wide spectrum of 
convictions is characteristic of the Afrikaner — as it is of 
every other ethnic group all over the world. 


Can, and may, one then still love the Afrikaner people? I 
believe the answer is an easy yes, but not a traditional yes. 
Love for one’s own people is only dignified if it is realistic. 


To simply echo the opinion of the majority and make 
flattering noises under the duress of political leaders or 
for the sake of unity is downright undignified. 


There comes a time in every nation’s history when you, 
as a member of that nation, must love it for its own sake 
— like you would a naughty child. It becomes more so 
when self-importance and_ self-righteousness have 
become the dominant feature of that people. 


Love for one’s own people only makes sense when it 
becomes recognisable as love for people outside the fold. 
This love can be measured by the degree in which service 
is rendered to other communities. 


In the final analysis, true love for one’s people requires 
deeds: In our case, actions of political and social regen- 
eration and liberation to break down that which has been 
botched, to clear the rubbish and to build a more just 
alternative in its place. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Admonitions from complacent politicians that the Afri- 
kaner does not have to take the blame for the mistakes of 
the past may have a soothing effect at the polls but 
should be rejected with contempt for the sake of reality. 
Such perverse accommodation towards one’s own peo- 
ple is not love but rather fear of revenge. 


Four Killed in 6 June KwaZulu Grenade Attack 
MB0606 110488 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1102 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Text] Durban June 6 SAPA — Four people were killed 
in a handgrenade attack on a bus near Empangeni in 
KwaZulu this morning, SABC Radio News reports. 


An undisclosed number of passengers were injured. 


The announcement was made in the KwaZulu Legisla- 
tive Assembly at Ulundi by Chief Mangosuthu Buthe- 
lezi, chief minister and minister of police. 


Chief Buthelezi condemned “this kind of intimidation to 
force people to accept the will of others.” He adjourned 
the assembly until next Monday. 


He said it would be advisable for members of the Legislative 
Assembly to be in their constituencies this week. 


Mmabatho Police Report Grenade Blast, Gunshots 
MB0506 123788 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1228 GMT 5 Jun 88 


[Text] Mmabatho June 5 SAPA — A hand grenade exploded 
and a number of gunshots fired near the Mmabatho suburb 
of Montishiwa last night. Bophuthatswana police spokes- 
man, Col Dave George, told SAPA today. 


Col George said there are no dwelling on this section of 
the Lucas Mangope Highway and absolutely no damage 
was caused and nobody was injured. 


Fragments of the hand grenade and cartridges cases 
recovered this morning showed they were of communist 
origin. Col George said. 


SADF Confirms Death in ‘Operational Area’ 
MB0306 142288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1419 GMT 3 Jun 88 


[Text] Pretoria, June 3, SAPA — Defence headquarters 
in Pretoria today confirmed the death of Corp Pieter 
Gerhardus Viljoen du Toit, 19, reported missing in the 
operational area in April. 


A statement from the director; Public Relations, SA 
Defence Force said: (Text) 


Defence headquarters regrets to confirm the death of 
Corporal Pieter Gerhardus Viljoen du Toit (19) in the 
operational area. 
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The body of Corporal du Toit, who was reported missing 
on April 18 after a skirmish, was found yesterday. 


He is survived by his parents, Col and Mrs M.S. du Toit 
of 184 Ronel Street, Doornkloof, Verwoerdburg. 


The chief of the defence force, Gen Jannie Geldenhuys, 
extended his condolences to Corp du Toit’s loved ones, 
family and friends. 


Police Issue Weekend Unrest Reports 


3 June Report 
MB0406072688 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0724 GMT 4 Jun 88 


[Text] Pretoria June 4 SAPA — Following is the SAP’s 
unrest report for events covering the last 24 hours: 


“At Mpumalanga, Hammarsdale, Natal, a group of 
blacks attacked a private dwelling. One black one was 
stabbed to death and 2 sustained knife wounds. One 
black man has been arrested. 


“In another incident in the area, a group of blacks 
attacked a private dwelling and abducted two black 
males. Police are investigating the incident. 


“In the same area, 2 black men were arrested after 
stoning a private dwelling. Another private dwelling was 
also extensively damaged by a group of blacks after a 
petrol bomb had been hurled at it. 


“At KwaThema, Springs, Transvaal, a motor bike was set 
alight by a group of blacks, causing extensive damage.” 


4 June Report 
MB0506063 188 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0628 GMT 5 Jun 88 


[Text] Pretoria June 5 SAPA — Following is the over- 
night unrest report as supplied by the Public Relations 
Division of the SA Police in Pretoria: 


“At Imbali (Pietermaritzburg) a private dwelling was set 
alight by a group of blacks causing extensive damage. 


“At Nthorowe (near Greylingstad on the east Rand) a 
private dwelling of a black man was set alight causing 
extensive damage. 


“At St Windowlene near Pinetown a number of shorts 
were fired from an unknown firearm. One black male 
was wounded and is recovering in hospital. 


“At Nyanga (Cape Town) a group of blacks ficsqxlthree 
shots at security force members from an unknown fire- 
arm. Two black males have been arrested. Members of 
the security forces were not injured.” 
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5 June Report 
MB0606064 188 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
063! GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Text] Pretoria June 6 SAPA — Herewith the overnight 
unrest report as supplied by the public relations division 
of the SAP: 


“At Rosedale (Uitenhage) police arrested two black men 
after an incident in which a vehicle was set alight. 


“At Imbali (Pietermaritzburg) a group of blacks stoned a 
private dwelling. They also stabbed and wounded one of 
the occupants, a 20-year-old black man. 


“At Claremont (Pinetown) a black bus driver was 
slightly injured after one of several incidents in which 
buses were stoned. 


“At KwaMashu (Durban) a bus was extensively damaged 
after it was set alight by a group of blacks. In another 
incident in the area, a policeman was slightly injured 
when a police patrol was stoned by a group of blacks. 
Tearsmoke was used to disperse the mob. 


“At Inanda (Durban) a private vehicle was badly dam- 
aged when it was set alight by a group of bla ' s.” 


Press Comment on Issues, Problems 


4 June Review 
MB0406084588 


{Editorial Report} 


CITIZEN Urges Firmness in Angola Talks — A page 6 
editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN for 3 June notes 
that the United States and the USSR, at the recent Moscow 
summit, “have set September 29 as the target date for 
resolving the Angolan and South-West African problems.” 
The editorial concludes that “with the superpowers’ 
involvement, South Africa should be pressing for accep- 
tance as the regional power, for quid pro quos that would 
justify South Africa making any concessions, for guarantees 
that the ANC will not be able to use an independent 
South-West Africa as a staging ground for attacks on South 
Africa, and for the same kind of guarantees it has insisted on 
all along — that the elections in South-West Africa be 
conducted fairly and freely and without intimidation by 
SWAPO and its Angolan allies. South Africa may favour 
peace, but it is not peace that will undermine its own 
security and regional interests.” 


WEEKLY MAIL: Elections May Be Only Option — 
“Anti-apartheid strategies are often hampered by an 
assumption that if the government wants its opponents 
to do something, they should not even contemplate 
doing it,” observes Steven Friedmann in “Worm’s Eye 
View” on page 12 of Johannesburg THE WEEKLY 
MAIL in English from 3 - 9 June. “This assumes...that 
the government is all-knowing — that if it thinks it will 
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benefit from a strategy, it will.” A case in point is the 
October municipal elections. “But past experience sug- 
gests it is anything but all-knowing....” “The evidence 
also suggests that the government is much better at 
restricting its opponents than at co-opting them.” Thus, 
extra-parliamentary groups, “having been immobilised 
by security curbs...may find that the limited opportuni- 
ties for mobilisation which official elections offer are 


preferable to doing nothing at all.” 


However, the suggestion made in Moscow that Russia and 
the United States put pressure on South Africa by setting 29 
September as a target date is enough to put a spoke in the 
wheel. For pure logistical reasons i is unrealistic, one 
cannot settle everything within 4 months.” 


Civil Disobedience Not Peaceful Protest — “We sympa- 
thize deeply with Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Dr 
Allan Boesak over their ‘great disappointment’ at the 
rejection of a proposed program of active civil disobedi- 
ence as a ‘peaceful’ method of ending apartheid,” 
remarks a second editorial on the same page. “Those 
who call for this kind of protest ought to know that it 
boils down to nothing other than encouraging the break- 
age of the country’s laws. And we know what that would 
lead to.” “It 1s a disastrous idea which makes a mockery 
of reconciliation being the church's main goal.” 


6 June Review 
MB0606 105988 


[Editorial Report} 


SUNDAY STAR: Commemorations Perpetuate Racism 
— “Commemorating Blood River, as is done annually 
by the ruling group, is commemorating the myih of racial 
superiority — which is the root of all South Africa's ills,” 
observes Jon Qwelane in his “Just Jon” column on page 
|| of Johannesburg THE SUNDAY STAR in English on 
5 June. “The 40th year of Nationalist Party rule is a 
non-event. Under it more black lives have been lost in 
the quest for racial equality than during Blood River and 
all the other skirmishes during the trek put together. 
Those who rule over us must stop and reflect on where 
they have led us so far. Instead of making this year one of 
rubbing salt into the wounds, the powers that be could 
make an effort at statesmanship.” 


Editorial Notes Union Stayaway Call — The page 12 
editorial comments on the COSATU and National 
Council of Trade Unions’ call for a three day stayaway 
protesting the Labor Relations Bill, saying “one can only 
hope that whatever response the country’s major unions 
get from members and whatever response employers and 
the security forces decide to make, peace will prevail.” 
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The editorial says that “one central grievance of the 
unions cannot be denied. Blacks have no say in the 
passing of legislation which affects their lives.” On the 
other hand, “employers who bear ‘he brunt of the 
unions’ protests, have every right to resent being the 
whipping boy, but until such time as the fundamental 
issue of black political rights is addressed satisfactorily, 
the situation is unlikely to improve.” “Caught in the 
middie are the ordinary workers, some union members, 
and many unwilling to participate in the protest.” 


Erosion of Confidence in Legal System — On the same 
page the newly-elected chairman of the Witwatersrand 
region of Lawyers for Human Rights, Peter Leon, writes 
that South Africa “is suffering from a crisis of moral 
frAéativisin.” “Each attack on human rights by an omnip- 
oient executive, imperious to a fragile and unrepresen- 
tative parliamentary opposition, increases the public's 
tolerance for further encroachpents incrementally.” “On 
each occasion, these further steps to authoritarianism 
have been justified by the dictates of state security.” “As 
basic human rights have been subverted, the confidence 
of the average South African in our legal system has, | 
believe, been eroded.” 


RSA Blacks Not Better Off Than U.S. Blacks — In the 
“Review” section on page 18 Michael Green remarks in 
the “Natal View” column that “white South Africans 
have a tendency to be self-congratulatory, partly no 
doubt as a reaction to the fierce and often unfair criti- 
c*im directed at them by people elsewhere.” “Pik Botha 
went so far as to imply on television the other night that 
blacks in South Africa were better off than their Ameri- 
can counterparts. The locals will believe that when they 
have a candidate running for the presidency.” 


SUNDAY TIMES Views Negotiations Priority — “Ii may 
be a while before decisions about Angola taken at the 
Moscow summit are translated into action (and it 1s up to 
Mr Gorbachev to discipline his Cuban chent), but, mean- 
while, Pretoria should not allow its diplomatic cool to be 
shaken,” says a page 20 editorial in Johannesburg SUN- 
DAY TIMES in English on 5 June. “Luanda, Havana, 
Pretoria, Moscow, Washington and Windhoek each have 
their own agendas. Hammering out a compromise will be 
hideously difficult. Right now, however, the important thing 
is to keep the momentum of negotiations going.” 


SUNDAY TIMES on ‘Racial’ Land Allocation Plan — A 
page 20 editorial in the SUNDAY TIMES says “the 
release of vast new tracts of land for black occupation in 
the PWV [Pretoria, Witwatersrand, Vaal] 1s commend- 
able. Predictably, there was criticism: From black lead- 
ers because it perpetuates apartheid, and from rightwin- 
gers because the State is ‘giving away” the ‘white 
heartland’ to blacks. However, the important thing 1s 
that Pretoria has recognised the central problem of 
urbanisation, which 1s that land restrictions are at the 
root of squatting overcrowding and the political turmoil 
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this generates.” But “having acknowledged the inevita- 
bility of urbanisation, what a pity it is the allocation ©) 
land — apart from one open residential area — is still 
done along strict racial lines.” 


Erosion of RSA Political Middle Ground — Dries van 
Heerden observes on the same page that “searching for 
the elusive “middle ground’ in South African politics has 
become a favourite pastime of observers, and it may yet 
prove to be a futile exercise — that piece of political real 
estate is slowly but inexorably being eroded from all 
sides.” “The ascending spiral of violence is forcing 
people to make stark choices. Those who are not for us 
are against us — leaving the moderates to look like 
weak-kneed do-gooders, unable to decide which side 
they are supporting and doomed to be squashed between 
the forces of extremism.” Van Heerden also points out 
that the government tried to establish a “tartan middle- 
ground’ — an artificial political position — through its 
efforts to create a large black middle class.” But the 
“shallowness of this approach and the collapse of the 
economy put paid to these expectations.” The middle 
ground “can be enlarged, but then only through the 
broadening of the political power base in the country. 
Unless this is done, moderates are doomed to become an 
endangered species.” 


Columnist Notes NP, Israel Parallels — On the same 
page Robert Schrire comments on the parallels between 
Israel and the NP, both of which celebrate their 40th 
anniversaries this year, saying: “In response to threats 
from powerful domestic and foreign opponents, both 
made a tragic error: they sought the mythical goal of 
absolute security and thereby condemned their oppo- 
nents to absolute insecurity. Their opponents responded 
with arms and protests and intractable conflict ensued. 
How tragic that short-sighted leaders did not seek the 
sound goal of renouncing the quest for total victory and 
seeking instead a realistic balance between the conflict- 
ing interests of the different sides.” 


Praise, Criticism for Black Urban Development — “While 
forward-thinking South Africans must inwardly rebel at 
even more areas earmarked for a racial group, there is 
comfort too in Mr Heunis’s announcement of enlarged 
urban black areas,” says Johannesburg THE STAR in 
English on 6 June in a page 8 editorial. “Almost all of the 
13,000 hectares newly designated for residential develop- 
ment are extensions of existing ‘townships’. Thus the 
National Party has awakened from its long dream of ban- 
ishing future black urban masses to the sticks.” However, 
the editorial criticizes the government's decision to build a 
“mini-Norweto,” saying the “site is about the furthest one 
can get from Sandton, Randburg and Verwoerdburg. Who 
on earth will benefit?” 


Criticism of Interference in Rajbansi Victory — A second 
editorial on the same page says the chairman of the Minis- 
ter’s Council in the House of Delegates, Amichand Raj- 
bansi, “has, with not inconsiderable help from the State 
President, survived yet again the slings and arrows of his 
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enemies.” President Botha’s interference, “in the belief that 
so doing will shore up his battered parliamentary edifice,” 
has “confirmed whit many critics have long said: democ- 
racy is the convenience of those with the power.” 


STAR: Change in RSA Policy in Angola — 4. professor of 
political science at the University of Natal in Durban, 
Mervyn Frost, writes on page 9 of THE STAR that “the 
turn-around in South African policy in Angola has been 
remarkably sudden.” “There was a major shift in the 
oalance of military power. No longer did South Africa 
and the UNITA forces it supported have easy dominance 
in the territory.” Another major devellpment which 
helps explain the turn of events in Angola “was the 
policy change in the Soviet Union. In the face of dire 
internal economic pressures, First Secretary Mikhail 
Gorbachev decided to cut back on defence expenditure 
and channel saved routables to internal uses.” However, 
Frost believes that “the prospect of a conventional war 
between South Africa (backed by no state) and Angola 
(backed by a superpower) has receded and an era of 
politics (defended as bargaining) has dawned. Good 
sense, it is to be hoped, has triumphed over bravado.” 


BUSINESS DAY: Labor Protest Pretext To Disrupt 
Economy -- Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
on 6 June ir 2 page 4 editorial says: “The right of workers 
to protesi against legislation which affects their interests 
is unassailable, but when legislation becomes a mere 
pretext for one of the attempts —- they are planned 
almost monthly — to disrupt the economy, the workers 
will find scant sympathy. The Labor Relations Amend- 
ment Bill is a generally progressive and sensible piece of 
legislation which includes some retrogressive clauses and 
some clauses on which unions and management will 
legitimately agree, each from his own perspective.” “The 
general policy cf ‘no work, no pay’ is a warning to 
workers that there are limits to which even labour unions 
can be stretched to accommodate political ambitions. In 
launching this week's protests, the unions are bringing 
their members close to those limits.” 


Condemnation for ANC Terrorist Attacks — “The effect 
of the terror attacks of the past few weeks will be 
twofold,” says a second editorial on the same page. 
“They will drive more whites into the government's 
arms and beyond, to the right-wing parties (or emigra- 
tion), and they will make the task of those seeking to 
involve the exiled political movements in a negotiated 
solution even more difficult.” “The ideological purpose 
of indiscriminate terror is not to overthrow government 
-— the odd bomb or the occasional armed attack cannot 
do that — but to terrorise and to ensure that conciliation 
does not avert revolution. The ANC’s deeds speak louder 
than its words.” 


Sanctions, Totalitarianism Destroying Country — Editor 
Ken Owen remarks on the same page that “our future is 
diminishing. Sanctions are steadily closing down foreign 
markets, and cutting us off from the knowledge and the 
opportunities of the civilised world. As the realssation grows 
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that the people will starve, those who call loudest for 
sanctions bleat loudes’ when they are held responsible for 
the consequences of sanctions.” “Now, a dozen years after 
mindless adults first acclaimed the unlettered teenagers of 
Soweto as the liberators of the nation, we have the worst of 
both worlds. Sanctions have thrown a spanner into the 
wondrous economic machine that once brought us expand- 
ing wealth, and the hope that an astonishing succession of 
liberalising changes might teach us the habits of free men, 
while the struggle to impose order has put a totalitarian 
noose around our necks.” 


SOWETAN on Unions’ Call for Stayaway — A page 6 
editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 6 
June says the decisions hy COSATU and the National 
Council of Trade Unions to stage a three day stayaway to 
protest the Labor Relations Bill “were not taken lightly 
by the trade unions. Whether they are right or wrong, 
decisions have been made and some form of protest 
against the proposed labour bills have been set in 
motion. Unhappily for township people we have a num- 
ber of sub-cultures that have been created by unemploy- 
ment or other forms of deprivation. These are the sectors 
that seem to enjoy a situation of instability in our areas.” 


SOWETAN on Black Housing Plan — “As is usual the 
ambitious housing plan for blacks in the PWV announced 
by the Government, has been met with mixed feelings,” says 
a page 6 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 
6 June. “Some people believe that between 30 and 40 
percent of the land allocated is unusable because of the 
danger of sinkholes. Others believe this is the perpetuation 
of the apartheid scheme to build more giant Sowetos. And 
everybody is aware of the disaster that the creation of places 
like Soweto, has been.” 


Witwatersrand ‘Bomb Capital’ — Witwatersrand has 
become the ‘bomb capital of the country,” with seven 
explosions rocking the area in just more than a week. The 
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blasts may be connected to ar increased struggle for 
supremacy between South Africa’s two largest liberat-on 
movements, the banned African Na‘ional Congress 
(ANC) and its rival, the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC), 
according *~ observers.” Professor Willie 3reytenbach of 
the Africa Studies Department at Stellendosch Univer- 
Sity says “it appears a ‘concerted effort’ is being made to 
single out the PWV area for violent attacks.“ Meanwhile 
Professor Mervyn Frost of the Political Sciences Depart- 
ment at the University of Natal “pointed to recent 
reports which indicated the competition between the 
ANC and the PAC had ‘hotted up’ recently. The PAC 
also recently stated it wanted to revive its military wing. 
‘I'm sceptical about a policy shift in the ANC,” Prof Frost 
said. “The ANC has very recently said it would aim at 
non-civilian targets, including military installations. 


Employers Become Confrontationist — “Instead of employ- 
ers getting more sophisticated in their dealings with tnc 
unions they are seemingly falling into the same confronta- 
tionist trap that is hardly likely to serve anybody's inter- 
ests,” writes editor Aggrey Klaaste on page 9 in the “On the 
Line” column. Kiaaste says “the situation that we have been 
thrust into, life in the townships, the unemployment, the 
unruly elements that are happy when there is instability, 
have been created by the policies of the government.” 


RAPPORT: Clash of Interests With Regard to Angola — A 
page 10 editorial in Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans 
on 5 June says that “hardly had the superpowers agreed 
about a target date for a settlement in Angola, and there 
were already hidden agendas and motives.” “The Reagan 
administration interests will be well served by a settlement 
before the U.S. election. For domestic reasons such a 
settlement will also serve the USSR.” With regard to a 
possible peaceful settlement by the 29th September. the 
editonal says it is “not possible before those involved agree 
to what is of common interest” and “realize that common 
interest cannot also serve personal interest.” 


